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HE! RY D. T lOFJ,~.U, IUSTRUCTOR 

Although :ienry David Thor .... u is ono. of th best known figures in 

American literature, it is oft.on ovorlooked or .orgotten that before he 

em rked on a career of writing he uas for thrc years a school teacher 

! 

and , what is moro important , t this sc ool i landmark in the history 

of American education , anticipati . ; noarly a ontury some of the 

techniques in school-teaching that w think o~ as peculiarly modern. 

Thoreau• s first oxporionce in school-tenching was a very brief ono• 

In the fall of 1835 , when h1,:: W"<ls a co,.:,h more at Harvard , th faculty 

adopted a now rogul tion pe ·ttin~ o .. udents , if they needed the money, 

to tal~e a thirteen-week leave of boancs to too sc,,½.ool. One 111onth lntGr 

Thoreau too adv-cl11tage of tho new ling and applied for a position t each

ing school in Canton , Massnc~uset' s , a suburb of "3oston. Unfortunately 

virtually all records of that ,. rlence have d.i sappenred. 'I'h Ca~ton 

tow historian says, wi hou.t cit5.11g any authority, that 'I'horoau taught with 

11 poor succ~ss. '' If his report io truo, tho fa.ct that Thoreau had ::1eventy 

pupile impoo .d on hi::i. at once i1av been a factor • That Thoreau himself 

di d not look upon tho expo:rione, ac a fo.ilure is vell indicated by the net 

that he later a,)plied to a :t:10mber of the Canton hool committee for a 

recommendati on as a teacher. 

Thoreau ts second t aching J'\q>Qricnce was even briefer• · o graduated 

from Harvard in August of 183'7 a.no . 1.ro.11 immediat0.J,y off13red a position teach
-¾ I..,.,, ~ ~..J / ~~ J 

ing in the Center School , ~~hQ so..mo little brick · ohoolhou.,o on the villa0e 
!'\ 

~qua.re that he himself had a.t ten. ns a child tan and mort- yt:3ars bofor(, , 

his salary to be five hundred dollarfz. The country \-JCS in the midst o · a 

severe economic depression a.nd Thoroau ,ms one o · tho few members or his 

class lucky enouf,h t o have a :ios:5. i on ready at hand. Ia ace · pted and 

started York immediately. 
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Physically the school uas much too small or th ninety scholars 

enrolled. It was porhapn just as w ll t oot tho average attendance that 

winter was only fifty-two, for evon then thoy at have crowded the tiny 

room. Although theoretically the Center School ..... s aimed priri..a.rily at 

college propa.ratory work, all the bettor otudont had been si!honed of£ 

into the prbtate Concord Academy, ;ju~ a,., '!hor"'au himself had Leer. as a 

student. What was lef t wero cllicfly f a.rm boy. who had little interest 

in learning and spent .most of th- :tr ti.mo in orui.tdng discipline probl ems. 

At the end of tho second w~ck of Thoreau I s teaching, t>cacon Nehemiah 

Ball , one of the three medx'}:r ot the achc,ol cor:J?:.Jittec , dropped in to s e 

how the new te eh<3r wac eet t iug along. Observ1.t1g that Thoreau \.rtis using 

no corporal punisbment and th .... t h- elnssroom not as quiet as he vould 

have l iked, he called Thor eau out into the corridor and insistod that it · 

va s his duty to flog the students cm occasion or "the school would spoil"

this despite the fa.ct that th~ Cone rd School Regulations specified that 

corporal punishmont was to be e J .udod nas much s praetiea.l. " 

Always one toke phis side of the bargain:, Thoreau r eturned tot e 

roo. , called out sevoral of .he p pilo , includin the 1'horeau amily d , 

and ferul ed them. 'i'he students \T...: ... oo. ·~fled , One l ater cor.pla ined t. t 

in the district school ho had on taught to put his books a-way and fold 

his hands when he had f inished hia lessons; now when ho did this Thoreau 

whipped him for "doing nothing. " Thoreau had r..ovcr seemed severe before , 

so the unexpected whippings U!re the more surprioing. Quite understand-

ably it was many yenrs before so!l" 

That evening Thoreau handed 

or the astonished pupils forgave hire. 

resignat ion in to the committee. If 

he could not t.:ach the school in his own wy, he would have none of it . 

He told his family that it iould oo impossiblo to koop the school as still 

as the commit.tao would roquire on 111:s plan; ho would prefer to teach in an 
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academy or privatG school wher e he could have his own way. He was 

replaced immediately in tho Cent r • oho 1 b:• hi s f riend and college 

classmate William Allan. ·. The ne~"t spring, Rev. rzillai Frost , in 

making his annual report for th 3ehool oommitteo , complained about 

an interruption in the fall t er- of t he Center School "which s 

occasioned by a change of maat-0rs ruld produoecl the usu..q,1 evil attend ... 

ant on that event." And thuo Tho~u' s brief' ooreer in public school 

teaching came to an end. 

For nearly a year Thoreau tried unsuocessf'ully to find another 

teaching position, meanvhile e .Tnin.g his living working in his father ' s 

pencil factory , He vrote to Kantuoky, to Vir nia , to New York State. 

He toured a number of towns in central Maine , but all to no a.ve.il. 

Final ly he declded to create his own posi tion. In rcJ.d- June of 1838 he 

opened a private school in tho frunilq home , t he Parkman House on the 

corner of Ma.in Street and Sudbury B. d in Concord,. As might be expected, ,, 

especially after his difficulti s 'With the Concord school committee, the 

school was slow in getting Gtartnd, but by the end of the mont h he had 

four boys from Boston enrolled and l d made arrangements with his mother 

for them to board and room in the Thoreau homu• Whan the master of Con

cord Academy resigned his position. in the late sum:m.er , Thoroau immediately 

ma.de arrangements with the trustee t or nt their building f'or five 

dollars a quarter , and take over t he Ilatle and good-will of the institution. 

Aoco:rdl. .ngly he announced in the Y n ' s Gazett for September 15 , 18,38: _.;._..,;_. - ~ 

CO lCORD ACADEMY. 'l'h GU:bscriber openod his eehool for the 

reception of a limited number of pupil , of both sexes , on 

Monday, September tho t on th. Instructi on Will be given in 

the usual English branches, and t he studies prepa.rato:i:-y t o 

a collegiate course. T rms--Six dollars per quarter. Henry 



I •• 

D. Thoreau, Instructor. 

Samuel Hoa.c, .Natlt.an £roo a, an Joh..11 Keyes , the trustees of Concord 

Academy; and Ralph Waldo El roon offered their names as refer ees,. 

Few new pupile answered ho~ uts advertis r~nts. By the sixth of 

October he was so discouraged with his prospects th the applied for a 

position in tha Tau..11ton, Massachuisetts, h1gh eohool, explaining t.ha.t h:ts 

private school was not proving :~ui'ficiently lucrative to continue., But 

no off'(-.r crune from Titunton,, an<l r,.o~ ving noth ... ng better at hand, he 

continued uith tho aca.deruy., By t,ho end of the tem, however,, the situ

ation h~d ohangod. Not only lu.d e ough pupiln enrolled to j.urtH"y 

continuing the school , there vcre enough to \..ft\rrant. hiring another teacher. 

And so it ya. rs that his broth r John gave up hio school in Roxbury and ca .. . 

to join Haney at the Concord ,,,cad ... fW• On Ii'abrun.t"'J 9 , 1839, John announced 

in the l woman• s Oag;et t_g s 

CONCORD ACADEMY . The Above Sehool 'WiU be continued under th 

en.re of the subscri oo .. , aft-~r t he co:nmence.n1t.m.t of the sprtng term, 

Moaday, March 11th . Tet"'I!lS per Quarter: l~nglish Branches, $L~.oo. 

Languages included , 6 •. oo. H: 'Will be assisted in the elass1cal 

department by Heney D. Thoreau, the pr sent inatructor. N.B. Writing 

will be particul arly attended ~o. John 'l'horeau; Jr., Pr captor. 

Bet'ore long the enrollment evidently reached the ximum of twenty,-five 

which they had agreed was as much s they wished to handle. Tradition has 

1t that event ually there va.s evon u waiting lit to got in and they were 

able to refuse any ahort- t rm pupilo, insisting on a minimum enrollment 

of twelve weeks. Most or their ipila , quite 1~turally, came from Concord. 

Among them were Jerome Bacon, Edtnrd Wood, Jo:e h Keyes, Sarah, Halen, and 

-tartha. Hosmer, Elijah Wood, Jam;;;c and Stoey- Gerrish, George anrl Joseph 

Brooks, Benjamin w. Lee , Cyru W11rren, Henry Bigelow, Kilb.am li'lint , George 



Loring , Charle . K1lha.m1 Jo ph Da , Sidney ice, Gorham nd Ifartha 

.Bartlett, Sherman and Almira 'l'uttl, Bep.jamin Tolmnn, James rrett 

Wood, Samuel Burr a.nd George F .• Hoor. Luter vhen the Alcot ts 111.oved 

to Concord , Louisa May and her siot er enrolled. Thomas . osmer and 

two of his friends walked th five mil0a each way daily from Bedford. 

Horace Hosmer cane in from A~on, o.nd, ~dmond Sawll vas a. boardi!lg 

from Cuba. 

of how to run a school and h~w to maintain disoiplin • When a pupil 

wishod to enroll,, When h$ repli0.1d that he wi,;had to etud1 Latin, Greek, 

algebm, geometry, and ao on, they uould reply, n:rr you re lly wish to 

study those things, we ean trmeh you., if you will obey our rnles and 

promioo to giva your mind. to your atudios; but if" you come to idle and 

play, or to see othor boys at,udy, ,,re h/'\ll not '\,iUnt you i'or a pup l. Do 

tea.ah you what we know ourselYes• 1 One the boy promised, he was prompt.J.y 

reminded, if he wore :Leila or ·~obi. vous , tha. h had broken his word. 

nother devi.ce t,hey uaad wo.e to aGi,gn. each child his individual duties 1n 

the daily routine to keep him busy in his moments of lei.au.re, By such 

methods they w-0re able to avoid the use of corporal punishre.ent and yet 

maintain what all their pupils t"G·embered as an almost militaey discipline. 

The school was started each m ,ming tit eisht- thirty with prayers, 

followed b;v a. little addreas to put the scholar t minds in proper trim for 

the work of tho day. Once •Onry ke of the rotati on of tha seasons and 

how it worked to the advant ge ot r:10.n, impressing on the ohildren tbs 

beauties of the summer, autumn, winter and spring in turn. So engaging 



.. 
was hi story, it i said, tl-'.ta.t one could have heard a pin drop. He had 

a r oa.l faculty, Thom.as Hosmer thought , for intere ing his charges and 

winning their respect. 

On another occasion he poke of the certainty of' the eXiste.nee of a. 

wise and fr.iandly pov er overlooking all. He at;lked that if the children 

shoul.d go into a. shop and see all the nicely finished wheels, pinionet 

springs and rra.."'00 pieces of a wat.oh laying spread out on a bench and 

again ca.me to find them emctly put together a.:nd wo:rking in unison to 

move ths hands on a dial and shO\t the passage of time, W'hethe.r they 

could believe this had come abou by chance or rather that they should 

know that somebody with thoueht ~:ld plan and power had been t,here. 

When 1'horeau once overhea1:d somo of tha boys swearing, he called 

thorn all together and leetured thorn 

Boys, if you vent to talk bua:b1esa wH:.h a m.n, ,!:tnd he persisted 

in thrusting words having no <:On."lection mth th@ aubject into all 

}Xtrts of every sontence--Boot-jaclt , for inata.noe,-voulentt you . 
think he was taking a libcrt,y t.i.th you, and trifling with ycur time, 

a.'1'1.d wasting hi$ own'! 

He then went on to introduce nooot ... ja.ck" f.requcntl:, and violently into a. 

sentenee to deri1onstrato the ab · dity of profanity in a striking \18..Y• 

So far fJS the classes went,. in general, Jo i a using the downstairs 

1·oom, taught tho "English branchean and elementary mathematics; Henry, 

using the upstairs ball, taught tl,1, Greek, ~nob; phyaics, natural 

philosophy, and natural histor-J. 



A typical day i n the Thoreau aohool has been recorded b:,' Edmund 

Sewll in the letter to his fa.the · of April J , 18;!,: 

In the morning I recite Solid Geometry~ I draw the f i gures and 

write down the demonstration on the slate after Mr. Henry has ta.ken 

the book and when I have dQ11e crJ.rry it to hi ":'.. He examines it to soo 

tba.t it is right . Geogral)!lY uomos next , ir..m.ediataly after recess. 

Smith's geography is the one uacd. I borrow it or one of the boys 

vho has done studying it . G;. moo.r comes noxt . Par ker and Fox' s is 

used. It is in two parts.. I have boen through the first part, and have 

begun t he second. I borrow it o Mr•· Thoreau. • 

!n the ar"'ternoon I oxclusiv0ly under Mr~ Henry ' s jurisdiction. 

I raclte in Al gebra e.1:~ Latin generally before recess. In the a:f'tdr

noon M.r. Henry' s classes ·go up into the hall over the schoolroom tc 

life or Alcibiades in Nepos r..nd in the exeoption in conjugation in the 

grarnr.ar. 

Geography is studied b<.r a good many. We draw maps or the states. 

Saturday morning is devoted t o vriting c position. The tvo that I 

have written have been on b:i.rdc and berries. 

The school hours are f rom 1;alf s~ eight to half st twelve in 

the morning and from tvo to -O.tr in tho afto oon. Mr. Thoreau re.ads 

£ i/loud those compositions \1hich he thinks will please the eeholars,. 

which sometimes occasions a. groat deal of laughter. The boys sometimes 

write their lives of those or some venerable Aunt Hannah or Uncle 

Ichabod. 

The school was noted .for its irmovations. It wa.s one of the first in our 

educational .history to operate on tho principle of "learning by doing" iil,nd 
to devote a considerable part of its program to field trips• At least one0 

a. week, and usually much mor-<.) frequently, the whole school was taken fo~ a 
\ 
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walk in tho woods or fields or rev on one o the r i vers or ponds. As one 

might expect , most such excursions Tu o devoted to the study o natural 

history. Once Thoreau astonish . the boy by plucking a pl.ant o minut 

they could barely see it and dam nstra:ting with a magni ying glass that it 

wa just then in bloesom with ~rtect but miniscule flower. He told t e 

boys t hat ha was so \Tell acquaint d vith the flowers of Concord, Acton, and 

Lincoln that he could tell 17/ the blooming of th~ flowers in wh. t month ha 

was. On another occasion ha sho~ n la.te-colore junt o f or them so they 

eoulcl examine it ,no'."'e clOseJ.y. And: "1hen no other gmno prdaented itself, 

shot at a. snoyball set up on a ." st. , just for .run. 
'I'he children wore :!.mpres d ·t1-:c.t he soe:mod to know the birds , the 

beasts, and the flovera not as e. rg on vho disaeoted them, but as 11 on~ 

boy knoys a "'lother with all tl'ioir delightful litt.le bits and fashions . " 

'Iha pupils used to d~clnre to a eh othor, •Ir anything happen d in the deep 

yoods which only co.me about one~ in e hundred 100.rs, Heney' Thor"' u would be 

sure to be on the spot a.t the t · o and kno11 ho ·hole story. • They could 

sea no evidence that he wished to display b.:l. s om1 superior knowledge , but 

only to impress them with th wondora of 1ature nd to impart to them his 

ow alcill in such matters. 

He also, on their excureione together, took t he opportunity to acquaint 

the children with the hi tory of t.h area , particularly that of the Indians. 

Ho showed them where to ind tho arrowheads , spear heads , pestles , and other 

stono implements so common then on the Concord :fi lds and meauows--if o e 

knew wor and how to look £or t hem.. Henry Warr n has recalled a. time vhen 

they were sailing down the Cone Hivor past th ·, Great Meadows and Ball ' s 

Hill vhen Thor au called their att ntion to a pot on the river shore which 

he thought to be the site of an I dian f':i .. shin6 village. A veek later h 

brought them back there , this tirae armed with a spade. "Do you see," he 

asked them, "anything hore that oul be lik to attract Indians to th s 



spot?" One lad pointed out t. t t e :river wat1 available for fishing; 

anothar, that the -woods wer ne,rby for .hunting. With Thoroau•e help 

anothor discovered e spring nearby that made good \.later readily avail

able , and otill another that th n rby bill sheltered the spot from 

t. e northern winds of the wintd., • '.i'hen, fter careful investigation, 

Thoreau struck bis spade into tl11.1 oil s~veral tilllss uithout result. 

The boys had just begun to hir!k their teaohe_ mistaken when his spide 

struck stone. Moving f orward n foot or -two, he struck another stone, 

and th{}n another + .Ile soon ,mcov,-;;1-ed a vholc circle of red, fi:r~- r-.iarked 

roe.'lts t hat indicated an aneient Indie.n fireplne~ . But haVL-rtg proven his 

point, he ,~hen carefully bui~i d thQ:: a.o ho round t hem, leaving thom for 

someone else to di o<'!OVt.r at a t 0i~ thte., 

Field trips o.... st:tll other t es yere t liken on occasion, too. A 

group \-Jere tnkl'3.n to the o ~f'ico of t,ho loeo.1 !,qomi:m•a ~ to watch 

the comp sitors set,ting tyfo. Onc1.1 'theJ were '(,tu~m1 to Pi:-att' a gunsmith 

shop to observe the regulating t.if c~mr,ights. R..,oh spring Thoreau had 

the land plolled and prov:3.d:tng eaoh of th{~ boya vith a little hoe , set 

them to york planting th'"'lr O"«Jn J.ndiv:ldual plots. When his boat needed 

tarring, t he children ware taken along to \Jat ch the process and play i.l:l 

the shallo\7 -wat~r while John and Henry vorke 

In the fall of 1840 Thoreavl pure.based a. eo~, bi.nat i on love.1.ling 

instrument a.nd ciroumferentor a nd introduced aurv ying into the ourri~u

lum to give their mathematics n mo practical and vivid applicatione 

He took his elaae out to .li'uirhaV,q1l :Bti.y a.nd had them work out a practice 

survey to the cllfi'. Un'Wittingly e trms stumbled upon an interest that. 

within a f ✓ yea1~s was to provi ~u a. egu.la.r eou:rce of income for him, 

Although inside the classroom th Thoreau. others could be fonr.al, 

outside there was much 1tor0 froedo:rr1- They extended the traditional ten-



minute recess to half an hour '!irhile the school windows ware open to 

ventilate the room and give the ¢h1.ld:ren f r osh .... ir when they- raturnCid 

frol'!l their playing--an almost unheo.:rd of innov tion. Both teachera would 

oftentimes gc- out into the sohoolye.rd at reeosa and join with the child-

ran in their amusements. John \.rea ol.\.ffl.:a ready to ,joke or play with th 

students, but Henry aeonied to bo a lH,tle no:re sta.l1.d-offish and on hia 

dignity so long as t,hey were in the vicinity of the school. However , aei 

soon a.e they got out i de the sohoolgTem1dz, he let cio.m tho ha.rs and b-e

cc.me one of tho beiya. 

On one occasion Thor 9au overheard so:rr.e of the ohildron a l·guing ever 

t ha r -lative merits of their i;:.t os. s,·ma oi' the Concord boy~ wer·e 

belittling tho old-fashi~nednoaa . f the skateti tb,'3.t Tho:itJa.s Hosmer e.nd 

his 0011pan:tons from Bedford tw.d used in skating long the river to aehool. 

They in t 1.1rn argued thc.tt, thoi1' sknti:~s , despite. tha lack of style , 1rould 

stand up .mder a tos of perf'on, 1,0,r:, . Thoreau stepped in and suggested 

that the:, go ~.own to tht) ;:~1,t·., r a.oil. pd; tl:e two t ri:ies of ek~t€s to a toat. 

Sut when YO' 'ng Hosmer ar ,d. th,-'l.t th race should begin the :mom.ant tbey 

knelt on the ice to b kle on he ckates, stating that in the quality ·of 

the :skatos s.l-iould be includ.ed th.-::, sr.r.z;ed with which they could be put on , 

'l'horea.u o,,er.-rulod him and i.mr4.s't.qd thrtt the t•~st should be taken on the 

original terms a.s to which wre t,ho ~pe€Jdier on the ice. 

George Hoar remembr2red tl"I .t once when a group ,~f the pupils w-ent on 

a.n expedition to Walden woo< s ,. old. Tommy Wyrna.n tho lived there by .u1m;1eli', 

not liking thiJ idea of the boys 1 in:va.din.g the hackleborcy .fields, tried 

to frighten the!ii off by telling thetii1 that ther- ,,as an Indian doctor living 

nea.rby -who caught sr.iall boya anct cut out their livers to make medicine. 

Frightened, the boys dashed tcn,141 · the sai'ety of home , only to maet 'l'ho.reau 

10 



ou for his afternoon walk. H~, :ig their story, he laughed and then 

reassured t em, as he pull d a k,)y out of his cleat , that if he oot 

that Indian lle would ram i.he key doun his throat . 

Edmund Sewall, in hi.s dla.r/ !'01" April 1 , 1340, recorded some further 

a.Jv3ntures of the pupils: 

I had a. nice sail on tne r1vor yesterday attar sch-:iol. Hessrs. 

John and Henry T. rowe e.nd .J o 

Jesse being near tho moni.:.mout vl'd Ar., H e.:nd I 11e.:i.r ttd boat ·ws j:mped 

in nd uert a.cross to thG a i:1.,:i.,:mont of the £'orm0r bridge :, tho opposite 

Hr. H. ro 1ed up thn ri1;e::.~ ~ _i-r.t la way anc" got, cu • \fo ha n.ot th 
...., 

kr y :1 0 of thJ ho t e.nrl s11oa2d !1'~'-' " been o'·lig,;i,d. to leav~ her without ...,, 

had n t eo c d01m uit'1 th ka;y.s, Ho got t o wet, feet for hts ped ns, , 

te:.r bf) r ecorded sti 

In tho af'ter.no<•n rce of tb ' 

boy 0.1. the eohool 1hHre ,,r~ :rif.ty rl a while nd drank out Loi/a j .;: ofi , 

1 mon-ade ,~ had carried i U tl • 

. I(: 

// 
t'4e t i en l ft th jug till ve caJ~ 

f 
A.a we \mre euming back 'We saw Au~t 

rest or the boys kept 01 
i 

H•J ~ent to Gooi3e r,,ond wh13 e t.fe heard a } 
,i" ; , 

treaendous ehir·ping of' fro s . It. has teen ~ isputed whether the .noise 

w-as caused by frogu so ue 1-re1--a ve 
I 

Tho1.·aau howavor caught th.r..,.o vor--/ a.mall froge , two of th~m in thepact 

of chir ping, Whil& br· n. i ng t hem home one of tJ:le:m chirped in his hat. 

'! 



He carried them to Mr. ers~ :in a tumbler of water., They chirped 

.' there also. On Sunday loon ' :"' 1 b li0v-e he put them into a barrel 

rest on. Thoy sometimes ora • lod up the side of ·the barrel. I sav 

one of thex chil•ping.. He ha.d awolled out the l oose akin of hie 

throat like a little bhdcte1. . 

and 011 Munday morning they -..,~;.",1 nowhere to l:.:o seen. They had 

Thoi•eau intonded to h.'lve preserved them i:i a irits. 

'l'he cl i lclron had thoir own a,.nrentu.ros too , 0:.:1co '.Lo-:gi c !{our eut t he boll 

:cope anti anothdr of the boys el~J-1 •l.p :.nto t h,) . lfr/ m,d tolled the bell, 
/\ 

the entire time Henry was walki.nfr n·o1r. his homo a:-ound the ci.,mar to t e 

ot' the academ;y, Thoreau sent him o. bill for fifty cents--which was paid_. On 

atill anotheI" oeoosion !l'Clll:lnd Se'L,a.11 aud s ome of his fe llow boarding pupils 

started a sn ,~,ball fight with t he to•mies'' and in their exeite:inent tip ,d 

over a bowl of pudding cooling in :Mrs 11 Thore~m I s back o:.,.try • They were 

sentenced t.o salt .fish for supper. I , 
\ ·, 

'l'h.e boarding pupils , in general , found life in the Thor eau home pl easant . \ \ 
\I \:, 

Hox·aco Hosmer haa ~ 
·r· '" \ ~ 

r\ 
lleda 

I never forgot thos dinners; the rcom was shaded and 0001 , there 
\ i -~ 

va. s no hi.Gtle . Mrs. 'l'hor , u • b:r-ead, bro m t:u1d white, was the best I t 
I 

had ever tanted. They l"..ad, besides , vegetables a.nd f'ru.it; pies, or puddings;; 

but I never saw meat t h.ore. T air living w, a revelation to me . I 



think they were tventy yoaro ahca.d of the ttmos in Concord. 

At tho house there, - s nothing jarring. Mrs. Thoreau was 

pleasant and talkative and her husband was a.l,,,rays kind. If I 

ever saw a gentleman at home, it was he ,.. 

In later yea.re the pupils remombei .. od the school and its t eachers with 

"affection, '' 11gratitude ,u and tt nthusiasm. 11 Benja.tllin Lee thought he 

would never for get tho kindn es and good- will of the Tho:t'eau brothers 

ttin their great desire to impress upon the minds of their scholars to 

do right always. n Horace Ifosmer re,. lled thoy ware ttrigid in exacting 

good uork" and remembered Henry ' s keeping one pupil after school f or 

nearJ.y an hour because he omitted an in reading a Latin sentence-

but , Hosmer added1 it was bocaua~ Thoreau was a "eonseient.ious teacher,. 

nd "wouldn • t take a mo.n ' s m.onoy for nothing .• " 

In general the ehildren eeeINJd to f avor John over Henry. They 

thought John t he 11more human" and "loving." He understood and t hought 

of others, vhile Henry thought mo about himself, they felt . Henry 

was "rigi d 11 but nnot disagreeable• tt One pupil described him as then 

ha:ving been 1'in the green a ppl e s ·· ge . u Another aai d t hey "lovedn John, 

but "r ospectedtt Henry• On. the other r.and, George Keyes re1n.erubered 

Henry as "thoroughly alive and voey pl easa.nt talkar, tt and Thomas Hosmer 

recall ed the ohildren eat ing h .. by the band as he wnt a1.1ay to walk 

vith h5.m and hear more. " George Hoar reme:mbe;r.-ed hi s tat i ng part in 

their go.mes , taking them for lonr.: nalks in the woods and showing them 

the best places to :find huckleberl"'ies , blackberrie s , chestnuts, liliefl! 11 

and cardinal f'lovers . He said they used to call him WJ.'ra.inar 'l'horeau" 

because the boys called soldiers "trainers" and ho had a long, measured 

stride and a.n erect carriage thut t de?Pite his short and rather ungainly 
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f'i.gu.re , reminded them of' a soldi r . 

The Thoreau school lasted not q . te three ye rs. Although it had 

boen prospering, it 'WaB brought to an abrupt close on April 1 , 1841 . 

John•s health, a.lvays poor, sudce .-, booame ma kedly worse. There were 

timeo when what he· called "co ictt confined him to the hou~·e all day. 

But tuberculosis was the real tro\~ble . Frail end thin-he weighed only 

117 pounds- he oould stand th l"'nin of teaching no long r • Since Henry 

did not caro to carry on b hlm~ lf', the doors of the school were closed 

and John le..<'t i:m,'ilediatel.y on a. to- of New HSl"lpGhire , hoping vainly t t 

the mountain air v1ould bon · fi ... lrl,o n:inkened lung • A month later the 

Concord Acadomy trustees por • d...,d ::.t Jwnes Oliv-'3r to roopen the school, 

but he w not able to make a zo o:l ii:. and i ho :'.lC.iool closed down com-

etely. Thus one of the l'lionoer :t..1erirlents in ,mdern education and 

Heney Thoreau' a ow school-te cllittg ,:; ys came to an abrupt end. 

The Thoreau school was a. oentw:.y ahead of' its time . Granted 

B1·onson Aloot+. • a i"a.r,rou 'l'a,nple Sch l had ant:tcipttted some of its 

innovations by a few yea.rs. But Alcott with his experimentation had 

brought the wrath of t he oon.t1unity doYn on 1i n head. 'l'he T!:l.or~.aus ; on 

th~ other hand , although many OI their innova.tiono wer~ mo~ :radical t· 

those of Alcott , won acceptance and 

memorable m1ecesa. 

de their school a. con iderable and 
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