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 There is an A iunezmmm ~
Lot 2. & ‘_g o Aorsom. - : ,
sl sl T B 2 o - L v £t nm ‘*d {e ﬂl:‘m

thpes most W gdies of water in the Unitog ‘3&%:,\ she
replied, “The Missioelppd\iiver, the Grest Lekés,=—end Walden
Ponde® Her geogreshy teschar thinks che'sd vit mixed up, but
I think that her only misteke as not td' have nemed Velden first,
Certeinly no other such body of Wetef is so famed not only across
the country, but sround the worldl\lMeny of you will probebly
remember that & fe years ago/whem a Wisguided park cors
took & wlldoger to some g m trece of Welden's shore, it not
only res:lted in & thy and expensive dpurt miteeand the dow
feat of the commisploner in both the courds Wnd the next slectione
but also sditopfals of protest in nevspapers figm Boston to Los
Angelas, Trof Mﬂ to Portland, Oregon, and evem\se far sbroad
as Engloid, Frence, and South &mericu, '

. a all thiz fuss about a threeequarteres pond on the
oftekirte of & rather snell town in eentral mmw The

iz, of sourse, perfectly cbwicupesbecsuss there Hendy David

Thoreau wrote his masterplece, Ynldeng p the Yool

Although Vslden was not m«ururﬁtmmmumztwn
published in 1854-~i6 took five years Lo sell out the first ed tion
of only two thousand coplese-it has beeoms, im the sentury since,
one of the alletime best sellers of Americen literature., It has
been i:vued in more tham ons hundred and fity difforent editionge
vith & nunber of these editions huving sold wore than half a
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million coples each, At tiis moment it i in print in at least
tventy-four different editions in this country alone as well as in
 Englich lang age editions in England, India, snd Jopen and in transe
lations inte French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, German, Duatch,
Norwegian, Finnigh, Swedish, Danish, Czechoslovekian, Jupanesc,
and Senskrit, What are the causes of this phonomenal popularity?
That is the question I am going to try to answer in part at lkast,
Sedegye SR

For the past tmty-é&fyms I have hud the good fortune to
be the seeretary of the Thoreau Seciety and editor of itzppublications,
I soy "good fortune® because it has put me in touch with one of the
most varied, ome of the most intercsting, one of ihe most unpredicte
able groupe of individualists that has ever united itself around a
conpon efihhusiasm, Az an inglish teacher I have atiended & yood
many meetings of litersry societies and by and lorge Lhey are sather
guiet ana sedate cathoringes of dignified college professurs devoled
to the resding of equally quiet and sedate learmed pepore, But mot
the annual Thoresu Society moetings which are held in Conecord,
Massachusetts, each July. I never know who is joing to turn up
at those meetings, It is the only literary soclety I know of wiere
the professional teachers of literature are vastly outnumbered Uy
the noneprofessionalse Among the regular sttenders of our annual
meotings are a .tock broker, & rotired letter carrier, a clergyman,
an outspoken athelst, an entomologist, am ornithologlst, & music
teacher, an archeclogist, & poet, & publishing company executive,
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a printer, a dmugglst, s soclalist organiser, a hurdwere store owner,
a church o genlst, the euthor of & book entitled Wiy Work? (esch
year e gete permission from the loecsl police to sleep on the from
poreh of the Consord iigh Scheol), & teleptone company executive, e
noveliot, a conscrvetionist, en exponent of subsistance furming,
& women who ennounces that she "covirs mmzmmmnmmﬁ
& professionsl mountein climber, & crime expertestie list could go
on slmost indefinitely. Whai is even more interecsting ic thot ven
these people have been asked to gtate why they sre sufficlently in-
terested in Thoresu to meke the amnual journey to Concordeeand some
of our wost regular sttenders come from as far awsy as Cusbegy Illie
nois, Horth Carcline, and Texnpewit i@ very rarely thet tw give the
same reasen. They are interested in hls notursl history, his polie
tiee, his sconomicsy his prose style, his anarchiem, his theology,
ard 2o cn and s0 ons The most phenomenal facet of Thoresu's appeales
and the mpresl of his marterpiece, julden--is its tremendous breadth,
walden is vread, not for just one resson, tut for many many,

It would be impocrsible for me in the brief time st my dispossl
today to sttempt to diseuss Wuldep from all the various angles of
# oroachewif indeed it could ever be done, Hut I would like to
dlocuss briefly some of its major =ppenls,

To mos tfpeople, I suprose, Halden 4s & nature Luck. Certoinly
back at the time of ite appearance it was clmost ueiVersully sonsidered

to be & bu k about natural history and some of Thoresu's contaemporar-
ies were anngyed that .he .allowed amyti ing but niture to have & part
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in the book. They fuseed that the lengthy opening chaptor on "Hconomy*
was o waste of time and should be skipped by the eversge reader. They
also suggested that the reader skip over such philosophieal chapters
a8 "here I Lived and What I Lived For,® Miigher Lave® and "Conclusion,”
When Thoresu wrete about ants or loons or muskrats or plckerel or sguirrels
or snow or ioe, they srgued, he wes superb, But, unfortunstely, they
thought, he was all too ready at the least oxcuseewor wit no excuse st
all==to go off into transcendental nonsonge thet wes interestingesor ine
decd cven somprehenslibls enly %o such "tedious srehangels® ae Amoe Ironson
Aleott or te such radical ecorrupters of idealistiec Amerlecan youth =s
falph Walde imerson, Hut on the birds, the bees, the flowers, snd the
woather Thoreau eould writeweand did write superbly. I one locke back
&t the anthologies of American literature ihat wore compilod in the late
nineteenth contury, whon Thoresu is ineluded, they aimost inveriably
print *The Uepttle of the Aats® from the "Brute Nulghbore® che.ier of
Helden or "rie Pond in Winter.®

I am not at all trying to belittle Thoresu as a nature writers I
an simply stating that that wae his first and widest & pealeeand in fact,
still is. I find as I haunt the
znmmﬁrmtm‘l%m for my own collection that the deslers

stores of our country

move often than not categorige him as & nature writer r ther than as o
literary figure or a philosopher,

And Thoresu a2 a nature writer is superb, It hav been claimede-and
I think quite rightfully-ethat he invented the nmaturel history essuye-
and eertainly his writings are the standerd by vhich sll mature writers
dnoe his time have been judged, He has successfully avoided the traps
8o meny nature writers fall into of belng too cute, ton sentimental, too
technionl, or just plaim dull, He never indulgee in the pathetic fallacy
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of attributing humen characteristics to the lower classes of
animalss Yet neither does he write down to them, He sccepts them
for what they are and writes about them on thelr own terms, He
writes about them with wit end humoreebut the humor is as often
at the expense of himpelf und hie fellow man as at the expense of
the snimal, Tuke for exsmole thaet musage necr the end of his
chapter on "Brute Neighbors' in which he talke about lds checker
geme with the loon on lialden Pond:
As I wes pddling along the north shore one very

caln Uctober afternocn, for such days especially they

setile om to the lakes, like the milkweed down, having

locked in vain over the pond for & loon, aiddenly one,

salling out from the shore tovard the middle e few rods

in front of me, set up his vild laugh and betrayed hime

self, I pursued with a paddle and he dived again, but I

miscaloulated the directiom he would take, snd we vere

fifty rods apert when he came to the surface this time,

for I had helped to widen the interval; and agein he

laughed long and loud, and with more reason than before,

fle manoeuvred so cunningly that I eould not get within

half a dogen rods of him, Hach time, vhen he came to

the surface, turning his head thie way and that he

caol; surveyed the water and the land, end apperently

ahua/; his ecurse so that he might come up vhere there wus

the wvidest expanse of water and at the grestest distance
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from the boat, It was surprising how quickly he made up
his mind and put his resolve into execution, He led me at once
to the widest part of the pond, and could not be driven from it.
While he was thinking one thing in his brein, I was endesvoring
to divine hie thought in mine. It was a pretty game, played on
the smooth surface of the pond, & men ageinst a loon. Sudden~
ly your adversary's checker disappears beneath the board, and
the problem is to place yours nearest to where his will appear
again, Sometimes he would come up unexpectedly on the opposite
side of me, having apparently passed directly under the boat.
sse0nce or twice I saw a ripple where he approached the surface,
Just put his head out to reconnoitre, and instantly dived again.
I found that it was as well for me to rest on my oars and wait

his reappearing as to endeavor to calculate where he would rise;
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for again and again, vhen I was straining my eyes over the sure
face one way, I would suddenly be startled by his unearthly
laugh behind me, But why, after displaying so much cunning,
did he invariably betray himself the moment he came up by that
loud laugh? Did not his white breast enough betray him? He
vas indeed & silly loon, I thought. I could commonly hear the
plash of the water when he came up, and so also detected him,
But after an hour he seemed as fresh as ever, dived as
willingly, and swam yet farther than at first,

But so much for Thoreau as & nature writer,
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A second appesl of Yalden is as a dowiteyourself guide to the p
gimple life, I think it highly significant that the first real
surge of 1ntérost in Thoreau in the twentieth century came during
the depression years of the nineteenwthirties when large masses
of people~-indeed almost all of us=-were required willy-nilly

by the prese of circumstances to adopt the simple life, We

had no choice in the mattere-but Thoreau wes one of the very

few authors who not only made this simple life bearable--he even
made it appealings A friend of mine sald to me back in the
thirties, "You know, Thoreau is the only author you can read
without & nickel in your pocket and not be insulted."

wﬁat is perhape more phenomenal than his appeal during
the depression years is the fact that in our present day era of
8upbr~h§§erialiam and stetuseseeking he still continues to make
the si?pik life appealing. WNow I am not one who advocates that
we alisgo gut and find our own Walden Ponds, build our own

cabini, and ignore civiligation,
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It wes only through & preofound misunderstonding of the bouk xolden
that the idea thet such an sbendomment of civilization was Tharoeu's
ain ever got into airculatim. He was very carcful in jslden to says
I would rot have cny one adopt gy mode of living on any
accounty for, beside thut before he has felrly learncd
it I may have found out another for myoself, I decire that
thore may be as nany differont per:soms in the world es
possible; ut I would have each ome be very careful
to find out and pursue Rig oun wey, and not his fatboerte
or his mothor's or his nelghbor's instead,
He himself lived st Walden only two of the fortyefour years of his
life~wroughly sbout four percent of hie life, e went to Woldenm Pond
to live because he had & speelfic purpose in mindeethe writing of a
book that he had found he did not heve time to write 1f he soemt his
time keeving up with the proverbiel Jomeses, And vhen he had finisched
writing thet book (ineidantelly thet book we:- not Yglden tut i mree

deceusory A % iivers), he left the

pond as frecly and as heppily as he had gone there,

Thoresu's philogophy of the simple life does not advooste the
abandonment of civilised life or a returm to the jungle, He simply
points out that modern life is o complex that it is impossible for
eech one of us to embrance all of it, e must of necessity be selective,
fut unfortunstely our standarde of sclection tend to be impossd upon
uz by the sceiety we live in rather then to be based on our oun personal
interepts and desires, We live not our own lives mt the lives ine
posed on ue by those who surround us, We keep up with the Jomeses instesd

of curselves, And when we come to die, we discover that we hove not
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lived, How many of us will Lo eble %o say es Thoreau did on his
deunthebed:
I gupgose that I have not many months to livey buw, of
eourse, I know nothing about it, I may add thet I am
anjoying existonoce as much as ever, and regret nothing.
“And regret nothing," Those are the key words, Are we able to say
that honestly of our own lives? Thoresau, when he went to Waldem Pond,
said that he *wished Lo live deliberately, to fzont only the escential
faots of life,® And because he determined vhst wae the osscnce of
life==not for his perenmts, nor for his neighborow-iut for himself,
he was eble to say at the end of his 1ife that he regrefed nothing,
How thon doee one got at the essence of life? ALl of Jalden
is devoted to answering thet question, But perhaps we ean find it
epltomised in a brisf quotation from his chapter entitled %Where I
Lived and Whet I Lived For"s
Our 1ife is frittered away by detail. An honest man
has hardly need to count more than his ten fingers; or in
exirene cases he may ndd his ten toes, and lump the rest,
Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! I say, let your affairs
be as twe or three, and not e hundred or a thousand; iastead
of a million count half a dogen, and keep your acecunts on your
thumbenail. In the midst of this chopiing sea of elviliged
life, such axe the clouds and storms and quickesends and
thousendeandwone itams to be allowed for, that a man hee to
live, 1f he would mot founder and go to the bottom snd not
make his port at all, by dead reckoning, and he mast be a
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great caleulator indeed who succeeds. Simplify,
simplify. Instead of three meals a day, if it

be necessary eat but one; instead of a hundred dishes,

Let us spend one day as deliperately as
Noture, and not be thrown off th¢ track by every nute
ghell and mosquito's wing that fal 1ls on the rails., Let
us rise early and fast, or br fast, gently and
without perturvation; let peny come and let
company go, let the bells ¥ing and the children
eryy==determined to make £ day of it. Why should we
knock under and go with/the stream? We will consider
what kind of music thef are like...Let us settle our-
golves, and work and/vedge our feet downward throught
the mud ané slush opinion, and prejudice, and
tradition, and deJusion, and appearance, that alluvion
ﬁhich eovers thefglobe, through Paris and London,

it%raugh New York and Boston and Concord, through
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a point d'appui, below freshet and frostrﬁgd fire,
a place where you might found a wall or”é state,
or set a lamp=post safely, or perhapéva guage, not
a Nilometer, but a Realometer, that future ages /
might know hov deep & freshet of shams and ap=
pearances had gathered from time to time,..Be it j
life or death, w?/cravo only reality, If we ere raally
dying, let uﬁ/heax the rattle in our throats and foel
cold in tha extremities; if we are alive, let us
go aboyt our business, ;
g R P
A third facet of j{glden is ite setiriecal eriticism
of modern life and living. Strangely enough this is one eide
of Thoreau that is sometimes missed by the reader, Some take |
everything Thoreau says literally and serilously, ignoring the |
fact that the book's epigraph reads:
\‘ I do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but
to braeg as lustily as chanticleer in the morning, standuy
ing on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up,
Even as astute a critic as James Russell Lowell made the rath{é ih
astounﬁing statement that Thoreau had no sense of humor, And? | K
if onﬁlﬁooe not see Thoresu's humor he can be assured that he ‘
is missingmuor worse, mis-roading & major portion of Walden. | i

A large portion of Wulden canncteeor at least should not?-be
read literally, Thoreau had a rolicking, witty sense of humor and

used it axtépsively throughout the pages of his masterpiece, He used

i
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just about every humorous literary device on record--puns,
hyperbole, slapstick, mockery, parody, burlesque, and so on. And
just about every one of these devices was used with satiriecal
intent, It is true that now and then he gets off a pun just for
the pun's sake=esuch as that worst=-or beste-of all puns in the
chapter on "The Ponds® where he speaks of the patient but unlucky
fishermen at Walden Pond being members of the ancient sect of
"Coenobites.," (At least one scholarly edition of Halden points
out in a footnote that a Coenobite is "a member of a religious
community," and ignores the pun about the fishermen=e"See, no
bites.™) But such pure punse-if I may call them "pure"-eare
comparatively rare, Most of Thoreau's humor, as I have said,
is directed at the foibles of contemporary societyeeand iz not
only directed at them, but hite with a whallop.

Unfortunately humor is almocst impossible to demonstrate by
excerpts, One of ils essentials is that it be seen in context,
for it is ofian its very context that meskes it humorous, But

let me try a few samples:
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The head monkey at Paris puts on a traveller's cap,

and all the monkeys in America do the sanme,

One farmer says to me, "You cannot live on vegetable
food solely, for it furnishes nothing to make bones withj"
and so he religiously devotes a part of his day to supe
plying hie system with the raw material of bones; walking
all the while he talks behind his oxen, which, with vege=
tableemade bones, jerk him and his lumbering plow along

in spite of every obstaecle,

I observed that the vitals of the village were the
grocery, the barerocom, the posteoffice, and the bank; endjp
as a necessary part of the machinery, they kept a bell,
a big guny and & fire-engine, at convonient placesy and
the houses wure so arranged as Lo make the most of mankihd,
in lanes and Tronting one another, so that every traveller
had to run the gauntlet, and every man, woman, and child
might get‘a lick at him, Of course, those who were stationed
nearest to the head of the line, where they could most see
and be seen, and have the first blow at him, paid the highe
est prices for their places; and the few straggling inhabitants
in the outskirts, where long geps in the line began to occur,
and the traveller could get over walls or turn aside into
cowspaths, and so escape, paid a very slight ground or
window tax.



If I should only give a few pulls at the parish
bell=rope, as for a fire, that is, without setting the
bell, there is hardly a man on his farm in the outskirte of
Concord, notwithstanding that press of engagements which
wag his excuse so many times this morning, nor a boy, nor
a womany I might almost say, but would forsske all and
follow that sound, not mainly to save property from the
flames, but, if we will confess the truth, much more to

see 1t burn,

We are eager to tunnel under the Atlantic and bring
the 014 World some weeks nearer to the New; but perthance
the first news that will leek through into the broad,
flapping American ear will be that the Princese Adelside

has the whooping coughe

If excerpting humor is dengerous, analyzing humor is even more @,
Humor should stand on its own two legsew-or it will fall flat on its

face, To point out why something is humorous by the very act destroys
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the humors But I do wvant to point out once agein that Thoreau's
bumor is not used for itz own seke, It io satirieal humor and
‘aimed ot the refom of exlsting institutions and customs that
Thoreau fecls need the reform, And although we laugh at itewor
with itedoun deep underncath we realise tlat there is often more
validity to Thorseuls suggested reforms than to the customs of the
oeiety in which we live,

A fourth approsch to Jalden 1o gg the belletristie, From & pure~
1y technicel standpoint, jalden is good writing end is worth examining
as suehy, It hos been frequentlyesand quite rightfuliyesseid tint
Thorea: wrote the first modern Ameriecen prose, Ome hes oanly to
comure & pecsege from Halden with one from slmost eny one of its
contemporaries to see the difference, It was the vogite at the time
to be abstract, circumlocutory, periphrastic, euphemistic, and
euphuistie, lalden in contrmst is clear, concrete, procise, and to
the point, Imerson made the point a century agoe when he saids

| In reading Henry Thoresu's journal, (and the seme com
be said of Jgldeg) I am very semsible of the vigour of his
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constitution. 7That oasken strength which I noted whenever

he walked, or worked, or swrveyed woodelots, the same une
hesit-ting hend with vhich & fisldelabourer sccoste a plece

of work, which I should shum as a weste of strength, Henry
shows in his literary task, He has mupcle, and ventures

on and performs feuts vhich I am foreed to decline, In reading
idm, I find the some thought, the seme spirit that is in me,
but he tukes a step beyond, and illustretes Ly excellent images
that which I should have conveyed in a sleepy generality, 'Tie
as if I went into a gymnasiuwm, and sew youths leap, elimb, and
aving with a forece unasproachablege-though their fests are
only continuations of my initiel grepplings and jumps,
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Yglden, like Thoresu's oatim, is tightly constructed. Eueh
sontence, cach paragraph, end esch chapter is in ite carefully chosen
&mmmtu:ﬂwwmmtmm pevere damage to the
artistry of the wholes The bmsie unifying device of the ook is the
years Although Thoresu spent tw yonrs; tw nonthsy end two dsyspat
Walden Ponds; in writing the book he compressed his adventures inte
the cycle of one yeury Unlden opens with the cutting down of the
pine trees in Merch and the construetion of the ecsiin through the
springs In sumser he moves into the cabin and tendefhis beanficld,
In the sutumn he builds hiec fireplece and warms his houses In the
winter he obsorves s nelghborseshumsn, animel; end inaBimite,

Thd with the bresking up of tﬁ%«mmmm the renascence
of spring he brings his book to a cloves Une of the moot interesting
facots of Lyndon Shanley's The Making of Velden is his reveletion
of how carefully Thoreau relorked and trans-osed his sentences to

botter carry out this theme of the cyele of the years

Fach individusl chapter in the book has ite set place in the
book as & wholes There is o cereful alt ernstion of the spiritusl
and the mundene ("igher Laws" is followed by “irute Neighbore"), the
practieal and the philogophienl (%feonomy® is followed by "Where I
Lived and uhst I Lived For®), the humen and the enimsl ("Winter
Visitors® is followed by "Wintor Animels"), Adjecent chaptors sye
tied togethor by comtrast (ss "Solitude® and "Visitors®), Ly chronology
{es *'he Pond in Winter® and *Spring"), or by carefully worded comnective
phraces (e after *Recding” he bogine "Sounds® with, "But while we
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ars canfi_md to books 4 o o or after "The BoanwPield® he begins *"The
Village" with, "After booing, + +")e And the three major expository
chapters ("Zconomy," "Higher Laws,® and "Conelusion") sre placed
stratogleally at the beglinaing, middle, and end of the book.

Within the individusl chapbters the details of construction are
Just as carsfully worked out. In "The Ponde® he starts with Weldea

then takes a southwestern sweep {kis favorite direction for hiking
according to his esesmy on "alking®) across Concord from Flinmt's Pond
to Goose Pond to Felrhaven Bay, te vYhite Pond, In "Formoar Inhabltants;
end Winter Visitore," he starts with the residents of the days of the |
Revolution, works up through the mest recesnt resident of the arctee
Hugh CQuell, who died the first sutumn Thoz;cau wer at the ponde-snd ends
vith those who visited him throughout his stay at tbe*yond. Similar
patterns ecan be worked cut for each ehapter, »

Carefulnese of conatruetion con*inues into the individusl perese
graphs Although the eversge reader is not ususlly sware of it, Thoreau's
parasgraphe sre unugually long, Weldenm containe only 423 persgraphs, an
average of only elightl.; more ‘han one pege in the typleal edition.

But so cerefully developed sre they that one doss not ordinarily notice
their length, Their structure is so varied that there is litile point
in sttempting te pick out typlesl exsmples, Illowever, one of nis favorite
devices o st leest vorth nontioninge-his use of the climex ending,
Notice how frequently the firal sontenmce im his parsgravhe not only
neatly sums up the peragraph as a vhole, but ususlily carries it one

step beyond, with & added thrust Af the parsgraph is sstirical, with

& broader conecept if the peregraph ie ohilosophiecal, Just ec with his
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ehapters, many of Thoresu's peragraphs are indepesdent essoys in thane
selves and can stand alone, Bul they cammot be moved {rom thelir
specific niche within the book &s o whole without damege to ite
structure,

Thoreau's sentences too are often unusually long., It takes very
1ittle search to find one hulf & page in length end pore than one runs
on for & full page end more, DBut agih oo cerefully constructed are they
that the aversge reader has no @ifficulty with thoir gyntax and is hardly
avare of their complexity, Let me tske jm one sercenti ne exsmple:

1 mtm dresn of & lorger and mra‘{mmlm house, standing

in a g den age, of enduring metericlec, and without gingerbread

wirk, wileh shall etill consiot of only one room, & vaat, rude,

substantisl, primitive hall, ui thout ceiling or plastering, with
bare rafters and purline a: porting a sort of lower heasven over
one's hepdge-uscful to keep off roin and snoww, where the king and
queen posts stand out to receive your homege, vhen you have done
roverence to the prostrete Saturn of an older dynusty on stepe
ping over the sill; o ecavernous house, sherein you must read

up a toreh upon o pole to see the roofy vhere mmes mey live in

the Tireplsce, come in the reces: of o window, and some on settles,

some at one end of the hall, ®ome al ancther, and some aloft on

rafters with the splders, if they choose; & house which you heve
got into when you have opened the cutside door, and the coremony
is overy wvhere the weary traveler may wnshy and eat, and converse,
and sleep, without further journsy; such a shelter as you would
be gled to rench in a tenpestuous night, containing all the
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easentisls of a house, and noth.iug for housekeeping; where you
eun see all the treasures of the house st one viewy snd everything
bangs upon its peg that a man chould usej ot once kitchen, pentry,
parlor, chember, storehouse, snd garrety where you can see 50
necessary & thing as & barrel or & ladder, se convenient a thing
as a cupooard, and hear the pot bLoil, and pay your resgecis (o
the fire thet cooke your dinner, and the oven tmt:;m read,
and the necessary furniture and utensils sre the chief ornament
wnere the washing is not put out, nor the {ire, nor the mistress,
and perhaps you are sometimes requested to m‘g‘m off the trape
m.mzhemmawmmaiﬁr,wmxum
whether the ground is solld or hollov benesath without stumping,
Three hundred and fifiyeons worde-eand yet I doutt if any attentive
student has any difficully with ite mesning. I do not, however,
want to give the impression that all of Thoresu's sentences are grame
watical leviathans, There are sentences in Yalden only f?v: words in
length, One extreme is ae freguent as the other and the majority are of
more woderste lengthe Thoreau understocd fully the neceseity of varicty
in sentence structure and lemgth, The point is thet he could handle
the sentence well no walter what it%.mm.
Perhaps the most notlicesble characteristic of Thoresu's word
ctolee 1o the size of his woesbulsry, Kalden is guarunteed to sead
the conscientious student to the dictiomary., In & random sempling
we find such words as integument, umbrageous, duliquhn_. siiment, |
fluviatile, ond periplus. Yet Thoreau cannot be termed ostentatious
in his wvordeussge, He pimply searches for and uses the best poceible
vord for each situction,
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A second characteristic ic hie allusiveness, On & typleal
page he may echo a Biblieal phrase, quote from a metaphysical poet,
tranelate & few words from an snciont classle, meke an ellusica to
a Greek god, clte an suthority on early Americsn history, and tose
in @ metaphor from a Hindu "Bible,” It 1s true that he is usuelly
~eareful to make his allusions in such & way thet knowledge of the
vork alluded ta is not essentisl to an understanding of Thorssuls
moaning. But the sericus reader has his curlosity sroused and wents
his questions answered, To satisfy my owm curiosity I once tosk a
list of more than fifty different types of figures of spooche-allue
sions, meta hors, rhctorieal questions, alliterstion, analogy, puns,
epanorthosie, persbles, similes, melosis, emtiestrephe, oxymoron,
epigeuxis, anaphora, litotes, artisthesis, mrmto&u words, metonomy,
contrast, personificaticn, eplatréphe, syneedoche, irony, apostrophe,
hyperbole, and so one-and with no difficulty at all found excellent
exenmples of esch one in jalden, There is hardly e trick of the trude
thet Thoreau does not make use of, I think it significant that one
of the most recent editioms of slder ,
this peet-Fooreeis aimed for use aes & textbook in eoliege classes
4n rhotorie and preumer,

A fifth level on which to read Halden is the spiritual level,
And T would not be exaggerating in the least to say thet Nelden
has become veritably & biblewea guidebook to the higher 1lifcesfor

meny, meny peoples In hie chaptor on "lecding,® Thoreau says, "How
many & men has dated a new era in hie 1ife from the reaniing of & booki"
And Yslden hag been jJust such a book for many pecple. 1 spoke earlier

of the fact that many of Thoreau's contemporaries wemt out of their
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way to siidp over sueh chaplers as "Economy,® "ihere I Lived, and khat I
Lived For,” *Higher Lawe," and "Conclusion.® Ironieally it is just
thos: chepters which sre most essontiel to jclden ae & spiritual
guidebook. And it is interesting to note that our contemporary
anthologies of American litersture are tending to print excerpts from
those ehaptors rethor than from the naturel history chapters that I
spcke of earlier,

It is o major thesis of Kulden that the time hus come for a
spiritual rebirthesa renewal and rededication of our lives to higher
things. It is true that we hove progressed a long way from the status
of the caveman, But our progress has been for the most part material
rather then spiritusl, Ve have lmproved our meens, but not our onde,
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Wie can unyuestionably travel fester than our ancestors, but we continue
to wasterour time in trivial pursuite vhen we get there, UWe hove ecut doun
on the number of hours of labor required to keep ourselves alive, but we
bhave not learned vhat to do with the time thus saved, We devote the
major part of our national energy to devising new meens of blowing up
the rest of the world and ignore any attompt to make better men of oure
gelves,

Thoreau could hardly be called orthodox from & religious standpoint
(ory; as a matter of fact, from any standpoint at &l 1), 'at it is dge
nificant {0 mote that one of his favorite texts was "Whet ahiall it profit
e man if he gedn the whole world but lese hiz own soud?® And Yalden,
on uahﬁ’;;‘ level is & dositeyourself guide to the saving of your own soul,
to a apd.t;tual rebirth,

As many recemt eritics, frem F, O, MstthlestvR omerd, have pointed
out, the wmost frequently recurring symbol in jalden from the beginning of
the Look to the very omd is the symbol of rebirth and renewal, The book
ag & vhole, as I have seld, is baped on the oycle of the seasone ending
with the renewal of the ecarth snd its life with the coming of spring.

The chapter on "Sounds® follows the sume pattora for the day, beginning
with the sounds of morning, continuing on through the afterncon, the
evening, and the night, and ending with the renewel of the wrld from
ite sleep with the erowing of the cock in the morning. Thoresu spesks
of the purificetion ceremonies of the Indlans end of the Moxicans, He
tells us of the etrenge and wonderful insect that wes reborn out of the
aprle-tree table after sixty yesrs of dormancy. The very closing words
of the book are s promise of & newer end bettor life that can be achieved
if we but strive for it:
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zﬁuwzﬂymzsmwmamuum all

out our oyes is dariness to us. Only that dey dawns to wvhich

we nre aweke, There is more day to dewn, The sun is but &

morning star, ‘

How ean we apyroach, how can we achieve such & 1life? Lot ne
quote just twe more brief pesssges from jolden. The first is from
Higher lawe®y

If one listers to the faintest but constant suggestions
of his geniusy which ere certainly true, he sees not to vhat
extremss, or even insenity, it mey lead himy and yet that way,
as he gmwxwa resolute and feithful, his read lius, frl'h:
faintest uw objection which one healthy men tuxk will
at length ;mmnil over the arguseate end custons of mankind,

No men over followdihie gendis t111 it misled him, Though

the rosult were bodily weskness, yat‘w\gx\a one con say

th/ﬁj' the mmm ere to be regretted, for these were &
1ife in conformity to higher principless /1f the day and the
night are such thet you greet them with joy, and 1life emits

a fragrance like flowers and swoetescented herbs, is wors

elastic, more starry, more immortalys-thet is your success.

All nature is your congrotulaiion, aud you have om0 WOw

mentarily to bless yourself,

And the second is from his "Comelnsion®y

I learned this, et least, Ly my experimont: that i1f

one advences comfidently in the direction of his dresms, and
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endeavors to live the life which he has immgined, he will

meet with e succese unexpocted in common hours, He will put

some things behind, vl pass an invieible boundary; new,

universal, and more libersl laws will begin to establish
themsclves around and within him; or the old laws Le axe

panded, and interpreted in his favor in & moreliberal sense,

and he will live with the license of a higher 'c\mhr of

beings. In proportion as he aimplifics his 1ife, the lawe

of the universe will sppecr less complex, end solitude will

not be solitude, nor poverty poverty, nor weakness weaknoss,

If you have built eastles in the air, your work need not be

losty that is where they should be, Now put the foundations

under them.
Thoreau o sometimes diemicced as a misanthrope or a akulk;or. one
who devoted himself to carping end criticism, Dut note that vhen
Yalden is approached on this spiritual level, it is not negative, it
is positive, Thoreau is not so much complaining ebout the way thinge
are but. rather shoving the way thinge might be, He is fimmly cone
vinced that the sun L8 but 2 morning star,

I have in the past fow mimutes aporoached Yglden from five
different engles. But I have Ly no moans exhausted the mmber of
such epproaches, jalden csn and does mesn sll things to ¢l men,
Therein lies its very strengths It has been tested by time and not
found wenting, In fts first hundred years it has grown, not diminished
in stature, I hove no fear as to its being lost sight of 4in one more
conturye=or tw ==or threse-or four, It will crdure,





