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Ae a Christmas gi f't for i .ta reader s and in cormoomorat ion 

of tho 15oth a iver.s ry of the birth of America's gr0atest 

nature \ll'.'i'l:.er, Henry David 'l'horeau , Garden ia deli ght 

to resent a port olio of _ re , hitherto unpubl:1 ad photo--

phs of the Thoreau 001Jlltry de half' a. cent ~ or mo.re 

ago by tho preo:minont i _llu "'tr· tor of Tho:reau •s works , Herbert 

Henry David Thoroau ( 1817-1$62) va.s the only one of 

the fmned Concord writers rho w'. .... s a tive •Of that to,m in 

,18,ssa.chuoetts . Eduen.t ed at Ha rd 1 he returned to Concord 

to devote himself to a life of writing and quiet conte mpla-

tion o tu.re. Hio ruaste r pi ece , Walden (1854), i,s the 

vivid accoun t of the two years he s nt living 1n a oabi n 

of his ow making on the ahoreo of fa.lden Pond in hi .a home 

town . Among s other well,-kno un works are Cod, 

1~ Hoods, the cont r overs i a l "Civil Disobed ience;'' and 

the ssive fourteen -vol~ Journal-a two- million word 

rocording of his daily thoughts over a q rte;;- of a oentury •. 

Why is Thoreau , who in his ot-m life time was considere d 

a failure as e wri tor, now placed in tho top r8llk of ou.r 

ll terary roo:ts? There re mny rea.son:;1. He devel oped a 

ele a.r and keen lit erary styl e that imny have termed the 

first truly modern prose . He concerned himself with the 

really control p:robl llk1 of lifc-Uhat 1s ha piness? fho.t 

is success? What is the r;ood lifc?--o.nd found answers 
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t hat ore evon more pertinen t in our day than in his mm. 

And us a nature writer , inst ead ot merel y re porting th& 

w.yp of bi rd s and .t'loyers ,. he concerned has.elf' with t,h~ 

lar gol" isSLte{;> of the relo.t i on of man to nat ure and nat~ 

t o iran . He uood his obse . -tiona on natur al histo ry a s 

f oundation st one s f or t he oons·nruction of a philosophy 

of life . He bui lt f rom the rtic ular to t he universal 

so that his 11ri t ings ho.vc beco mf:1 t ouchstones f o:r modern man. 

R(;lr be-rt. Gl ea so11, a Boston pb.otogra phor 1 became int er

est ed i n Thoreu u.f s vtrit 1ngs wh n ho ua s c onunissioned to 

illust rat eJ th,e t ventY""v'Ol UJne Wri tings .Q! Tl;M?reau in 

1906 by Hought on Mi fflin. W1.t h the hel p of t her · ew re-
'\ 

me.ining peop l e who had known Thor eau pers onnl ly , Gl ea son 

searched out the veey perts Th.oTeau had des cr ibed so vivid 

l y and lov ingl y and oa.ught thom £or all t illl.e in · s camera , 

be.fore. t hey were destro yed by burg-0.oning subur bi a . I f 

Thoreau had de ~cribed t he anbmonea in blossom in Wa lden 

Woods on Hay 81 1852 , Gl ea son r oturn ed t o tha t exact spot 

on the a.nniveJ•sery of that d.a.\e and phot o . aphed t he very 
\ 

de ocendanta of the pl.ant e 'r'hor~ u had de scri bed . 
' 

Hought on Miff lin used on] approyJ.:mat ely a hundred 
\ 

of Gl ea son • s photoer aphs i n t\~oh · editi on , but the t a sk 

had capt ured his imag'lnat ion , Ktd he devoted a good part 
' \ 

of t he rem ining fort y-odd ye· r s \of hi e life (He di ed in 

1937 . ) to adding to his coll e ct 'sm of photo graphs of ·the 

\ 
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Thoren~ count ry until he ho.d more than twelve hundr ed choico 

e pl es. In 1917, t.o cot ,...emorete the centennia l of Tboroau1 s 

of solections from Thoreau ' s writings 1l lus tr~ted vith some o~ 

those photoera phs , a volume nov long since out-of - print . A £ow 

more of his phot ographs found the i r way into ne\-rsps.pcr e.nd 

magazine urticl eo, but the vast jority never. a ed print . 

Glea son • s ori gina l el a es pla.tep and negat ives a.1~e now appropr i

ately owned by RQlo,nd. Robbins of Lin coln , ss, , t he "pick a11d 

shovel historian" 1.1ho diseov erod the oxaot s.it e of Thoreau ' s 

Walden c bin in 1946. l e has generously oonsented. to the re

producti~n here io.st~~~t -iibf in the ~ges oi Roioo Garden 

of .so of the o 1oicost of the UD.pUblished ~oto-
, ' ,. •·· .-

eraph.s from that si.iperb eollcotion . 

fo.lter Harding 



Mr . Carroll c. Calki n!, Edi t o~ 
Hprne Gatden 
One Park-Avenue 
New York. New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Oalkine: 

October,. 1967 

When I apok• to you on the telephonG yesterda y, I had f orgotten 
the /-act • that the Thol."eau Society has a rule that tta mai ling liet 
eannot be uaed for byt hin:g o~her than sending out '.bull•t t ne ·and 
booklet•• Tbereto:re, I will not be abl .e to send cut the poat e&:rd1 
for you. I ani sor ry to have totell you thia. It ie just a r egula..
tion of the Society that I cannot very well ignore. Howwer. I 
shall be happy to mentio n in the fall bulletin the f orthcoming 
appearance or the Gleason art.iele . and this should serve to alert 
o\U"' member:• to get copiu. 

WH/ec 

Since r ely youra, 

Walte r Harding, Secretar y 
The Thoreau Societ y 


