Ann Arbor,11th of February, 1895.

¥y dear Mr. Dawes:

i have just seen my bockseller, and he has ordered
Thoreau’s “Week”, “Walden”, and “Miscellaneous Essays”, from Walter Scott, of
London, sent t® your Reade Sireel adidress, by mail, You should receive tkhenm in
at least féur weeks, provided the ocean storms do not frusirate all calcul a-
tions. If WOT on hand in SIX .weeks,please letl me know.[*“" O.G-J.M&J
I want you to have these tbecause of the Introduciory Notes of Mr., Dircks.
Ee does not feel the persanal interest in Thorean that makes Nr. Salt so de-
lightful, but he has the oritical insight, ani he sees Thoreau from a point of
view thet is inascessible to Mr. Salt.
Turn now tc your cocpy of the Thoreau bibliography, end under HEACH year,I
will designate what I deem the mos? desirable of the criticisms,
1855. DUYOKINGK. (Interesting as the first view of the rising moon. )
1883 >4isrson. (Eyen he did NOT reslize Thoresa’s actusl WEIGHT. )
1866. ALGER. (He entirely misreads Thoreai. )
7 187v. fowWELL. (A splenetic outburst. Unjus? because untrue. The first
peaiing of this paper made Emerson downright mad.)
1BSO>(HIGGINSON. fAI ] And ke progs Lowell under the gitvh riv.)
1882. NICHOL. (Wrong;but to be read,by all means. )
183gX S1RvENSON. (Read this by all means.)
1887. WILLIAMS. (Write to Geo.H.Ellis and see i? you can possibly get a
copy. It is invaluabde to the Thoreauite.)
,, PRICEARDSON. (Real this by all means,)
v 1888, SALZ. (Pronuoumced by one of Thorean’s associates the best of all
' papers on Thoreau.)
1889>XBURROUGHS. (Read this,Burroughs is jeslous of Thoreau in his line.)
Y 41890. ELLIS. (Read the book by =all means. )
b5 WoOnROEY. (Remarkable as showing Emerscn’s regard for Thoreau.)
Vv 1891. GRAHAM. (Well worth reading, though Grabham is somewhat of a Philis-
‘ tine, according to Mr. Salt.)

1802. GQURTIS. (Always to be readl)

You now have the fat-bringers amongst the ANA, so we will turan %o the

peviews. '
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1849. LOWELL. (Bead this_ as i%¥ shows Lowell’s opinions before he had the
talling odt that spoiled his last review.)

1854. BRIGES. )A pimt-cup trying to comprehend a gallon!)

1882 \iroo9r. (Tender,as it was written 1o cheer Thoreau’s dying bed,)

186%3:>Qﬁﬁwgz- {(Good; but Emerson says cbﬁway js unhappy in not being able 1o

3 tell the EXACT truthk.)
1877. GOLLINS. (Interesting, considering the place of its uriten. )
1878. O’CONNOR. (Interesting as seen through gathelic spectacles.)

The rest are neeiful cnly to the stuient who is bound to exhaust the sub-
ject.

I often feel half wild to get into the Tribune office and beg permission
to inspect their file for 1849. George Ripley was probably the most sympathetl-
jo oritic that ever cut the leaves of a new bock,aﬁd as he was Jjust heart sore
from the failure of the Brook Farm dream, hiee musd nave “stared” wben that new
plenet swam intc khis ken in the pages of the still-born “Feek on the Concord
and Merrimaock Bivers.“l% were worth some years of an ordinary 1life to know how
Ripley read between the lines of this book.

I cannot get that rare vision,Leggst’s cellar cut of my mindyand I shall
pot die happy without a descent in company with urH'Leggat himselfl

Yon cannot possibly conceive how weird one’s Yife looéks in the retrospsct.

Shadow and sunshine blend, and mysteries on every gide; and the greatest of mys-
teries rigkt before cne |

i should not have the courage to live it over, but, with =211 its pitiful er-
rors,l am glad I have lived it so far. In dear Englewocd, I was just going
through the last third of the perilous Werterian period in a young man’s 11fa;
and only a3 love of books gaved me . As you have before writtlen,I saw Englevood
when its fields and woocds were haunted by fauns, and hamadryads, and the young
ladies from Dwight’s Boarding School -- and the stolen wslks in the narrow, ce=
1ap lined lanes betwsen the several ¢ arms, and the risky moonlit walks when the
good Dwight Brothers were ®getting in their work” at the Prayer meeting in the
1ittle stone church on the hill., O Time, you Thief,what have you taken from me!l
0 Death what canst thou give in recompensel

* * | * *

The eveming mail is just laid befcre me - & 1et£er from Mr. Salt and one
from the English publisher and bookseller, Bertram pcbell. Even the gresn paths
of old Englewood fade as I ocul jnto the letters. Blessed be Cadmus forever;

he invented “letters” and did n’t bhave to pay postadel

bl &

Sincerely yours,



