Ann Arbor, 15tk of January,1865.
My dear Mr. Dawes:

Thet Union Magazine was wefted into my post-cffice
b‘j‘ yesterday noon by some genii de meil-poucl, and, bebold! “business” got the
gc-hyq)'to the Queen’s taste.” I did not_;;ve 2 copy of the bibliography
et hand,but,a study of the torn relic that you had the gecod forture %o find
scon enabled me to “adjust values® *"in @& way I despise,” if it is in order
to quote Brett Harte’s friend, “Truthful Jeames.”
Eacl pumber of the Uniom Mag. conesi@ts of three signatuvres - 48 pages,
With that datum, the snarl was scor unravelled.
In the *second edition”(?)of the bibliography - you will fimd it in Mr.
Blake’s little compiletion, “Thoreav’s Thoughte,” p.154 -~ there is this entry:

1848, Ktasdp ernd the Maine Woods. Eh: Efiff Efg'fif:'
On the left—hnnq margin of my workimg copy,l find & subsequent entry as
follows:
*yol,iii, 20-5%, 75-79, 152157, 177182, 216-220."

this, of course, is & pen-and-ink memorapdum., Well,from this om, the elue is
loet., Where on earth I found the titles of the several Thoreau papers, has
wholly escaped me.

Now take your pen &nd oorrect your oopy ?’{the unfortunate Bib’y thusly:
Year of Pullieation,184fauontha July, Auguet, Sept,, Oct., Kov,e

——— - —— - - -

(Don’t wipe your penl Mr, Salt sent me two corrigendea: P. 78, For Lippin=
eott’s Meg., vol .xxxxvii,read <«XXXVII.
P. 75,For the Evening Post, resdMORNIEG POSI.

2

yfmlr. Garrisop sent me a pair of twins - esnd ill-begotten brats they arel

X
\§+" | P. 22, second line from the bottom, For Sepicmber, read NOVEMBER.
P S On p. 85, and ir tike inaex’ror Prof.E.A.Beers,readSEARS.

There; I bave n’t done suck a job of buck-wesbing in many a day,but it is
DONE, and my eopy of the Bib., is locking as if it had pnot recovered from the
small-poxl!

(A I’ve “got my band in,” let me say that, For Sears, read SEERS.)

¢CONSUMATLUS EsTrirrmnn



1 have had & most delightful day poring over the Union Magasirne]
and, as I purpose putting oul one more edition of the Biblipgraphy,I have
gotten a conception that will make the Chronology of Thoreau’s life far
more interesting. It is sore mortification to me to find sc many Errate,
and this experiemce has taught me a good lesson. You see,Mr., Dawes,my
work on it was done after a llong d4d¥'s' t6il, end I have found that weari-
ness and slertemindedness do not “hiteh well.” But, I owe it to Thoreau’s
to see that a more reliable guide to hie life-wcrk is at hamd for bis in-
cresging circle of readers.

That copy of the “Forest and Etream” is a precicus item for Mr, Salt,

to whom I shall communicate the information that sketoh comtains about the
demise of Polis, end it will be preserved in a foot-note in Mr. Salt’s re-
vised editiomn. I shell ;ll;o inform Mr. Salt bow I learned of it, and you
will bave his hearty thanks ss well as my oOwn.

It would be well if you could find time %o write to Messrs. Houghion,
Mifflip and Co., telling them what !cn think of the desirability of tkheir
doing something towards laklng 8 1ife of Thoreau WHICE 80 FINELY SUPPLE~
MENTE ¥r. Sanborn’s bioghaphy. I% is only the truth that both of these es~
gentially contribute towards a proper gnieretanding of Thoreau, and tke
SUPPLEMENT idea will not frighten thbem concerning the sale cf the vclume
they now have in the market. It is plain tbat,beside‘the pecuniary aspect,
¥r. Sanborn sleoc dreaded comparison with Mr. €glt from the purely litere-
ry side.

I will follow up your suggestion by myself writing to Mr., Garrison, and
if we ocan get H, M., end Oo. %o take bold of en American editionm, IT WILL BE
ILLUSTRATED WITE VIEWS OF THOREAU'S llU!EB;BIBEHPLAOE;IOU!E IN WEICE BE
DIED; GRAVE, and ip fact “the whole business.” Such an edition is, irdeed, a
pium desiderium.

Take up the photo of Thoreau’® pirthplace. As you face it, the room ai
the right-hand, second story, is that in whielh be was borm, I have Thoreau’s
photo framed in some of the base<board of the rcom as it was then.

Thoreesu died in the parlor one the right-hand of the fromt doer ir the
photo. The h “extepsion to the left is where they ground the plumbago for
their pencils, The upsold copies of bis *“Week” were kept in the garret of
this houl..und 34 referred in my phantesy on p. &2 of the Bib.

It is petniblo that Mr. A.¥W.,BEcsmer cap get you a piece of the frame of
Thoresn’s “shanty. 1’1l see what f eap do for you on that line, Thanke are
all I have NOWI

Sincerely yours,

el .



