
“I thought with regret how soon these trees, 
like the black birches that grew on the hill near 

by, would be all cut off, and there would be 
almost nothing of the old Concord left, and we 
should be reduced to read old deeds in order 

to be reminded of such things, - deeds, at least, 
in which some old and revered bound trees 

are mentioned. These will be the only proof at 
last that they ever existed.”

—H.D. � oreau, Journal, 8 November 1858

“It is time we had done referring to our 
ancestors. We have used up all our inherited 
freedom, like the young bird the albumen in 

the egg. It is not an era of repose. If we would 
save our lives, we must fight for them.”

—H.D. � oreau, Journal, 16 June 1854

2019-2020
Live Deliberately Essay Contest

Open to youth around the globe ages 14 - 18*

$500 Cash Prize in each of two age groups

Keeping Thoreau’s Legacy Alive

Read the Contest Guidelines and submit essays at 
www.walden.org/education/essay-contest/

Deadline for submission is February 15, 2020

*19-year-olds enrolled in high school or equivalent when the Contest closes on February 15, 2020 are also eligible.

Call � e Walden Woods Project at 781-259-4721 or email education@walden.org with questions

In 750 words or fewer, please respond to the following prompt: 

As a society, what natural legacies are we leaving for future generations? 

Refer to the quotations above to discuss the role of youth in shaping that legacy. You may include examples 
from others that inspire you, but be sure to also consider/include what role you do or might play in 

preserving and protecting the natural places that are important to you.

April 22, 2020 will mark the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day, a day that has, since 1970, been observed with 
action and advocacy around the world on behalf of the environment. � e spirit of environmental stewardship 
and social responsibility demonstrated on Earth Day are both hallmarks of � oreau’s legacy. Our prompt this 
year has been inspired by the history of Earth Day, its critical mission and, in particular, the role that youth are 
playing in today’s environmental movement.


