
THE COHRE SPONDBNCE Ob' SOPHIA E . THORl';AU AHD MARY Al: Nb: 
DUNBAR 1857'1 -1876 

. ) 

l'his Is a rougll CO~)y of ,he thli!rty-ono lett{~rs 

fmei post c I'd sent by Sophia '.L 'lor· ,~ ... u to hoI' COllS in 

v;ere pl"osent d by Mr3 . John Foro.. or lJu:xbury , Mass., 

to tho 'moreau Soclet:y in Sune , 1950." 'l1'1ey are now 

to be deposited:l the Conc ord Fl"cC Public Lih rary , 

Concord , ?i(asa ., as part of t' €I Thore au Societ y archives .. 

rfuis 1s a rough copy nt·· de bor Walter HardinG ; 

sec re ary of the 'Illoreau Soclet y , in June an (, J:uly , 

1950 . It is <lot to be tru.sted fOl'" ac¢uracy of tra n -

scription , b t is rct. ther compi l ed for! a se in ascer -

tain ·n.g t he COl to . ~1 o f the letters . ,.ords difficult 

to transcribe have ithe :)een IGf~ b l an}: or have 

l.<.est~, on !Jark i n pa:r'ent~"leses ( '/) . 

'l'he tte r-s ha'vS been usserr:.blad 11) th.:-ir s.pproxi-na te 

chronologic al order , and her th,o data is not Given 

in t 'w I t, tte r itself # I ha v(: 0i v~n nly reus on 1'or da t -

inl!> on the b ck of the shee t . 

A catalo ":uc and c onde:1sat ~on of those ls t t e r s 

Vlalter Hard ng 
Prine at on , New Jersey 

July 13, 1 950 .. 
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Tue sd ay Se p t 1 5 t h 
y de ar ar y An ne 

I b sten to acknowl ed ge you r n o t e & to a ssure 
you that we shall be mo s t happy to s e e you & Liz zie 
in Conco r d at th e time you prop o se. I wlsh you 
.1gh t come even e a.rlier, f o r our foIl s. e he. begun 
t o s sume the tints of Autumn & I re a l l y f eel. a s 
if Summe r wa s bidding us g ood bye . 

I am l ad th a t y ou ha ve enjoyed sCtc i n , your 
c cm ... l n from the South . 

I wi ll be a t th e d.ep ot on l{onclay hop,ing to 
mee t y ou 140 ther j oin e wi th me in k i nd reg rd 8 to 
yourse l f & f the r . 'tva h ope t h t h e may be p r ev i l ed 
on t o a .. o comp ny y ou . 

Wi th lo ve t o Li zzi e , be lieve me your s t r uly 
s. '. Tho r e au 

enve l ope . 
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D TING 1857? 'Apparently ref ers to letter of Oct . 
6th, 185"1 visl t to Cone ord . 
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Boston Oct. 6th '57. 

Dear ary Anne. 
A letter from home h a s Just reached m~ together 

_i th your n o te. I am very glad if you rem.ember your 
v'i s1 t wi th ple a aure . &: I trust we shall aee yeu in 
Concord. again when you can stay longer ... - As to ra. 

d ll:tp sh ~ ca ll ed 11 t ou r h ou sa b u t an ho ur "'fter 
y u left . Sh e then «-a ia t11 ii' t ell a cou l d not decide 
e bout gfJ in · to Bri 'gewa ter before th e next Saturd ay 
wh en sh e PI' mi s ed t wr i te y ou . Mo th e r s end s me 
wo rd t ha.t ahe h a e ju s t seen ~ e r "''".gE in &; find s tha t 
h e r fr i ends re opposed to h er go ing ~o f a r fr m 
h OI:'Je , pro11 <J.bly 1': <:1 Wh iting wi l l k e e , .ter thr ugh 
th.e winter . I 5m eor ry f or y ou r di sappointrl'l ent & 
1 hop e you will succe ed in getti ng Harriet . 

'fIe are h avi,n g mo ot chfil:rming we ather 8£ I as sure 
y ou I am improving it,getting in g:re "' t bund l es of 
h ' Y. wh i ch if i t does no t g row mu sty before we meet 
y ' u sh a ll haye a wh i s of . _ _ I should l i ke to wr i te 
Dlora cut a unt is h ur r ·ing me t o get re ady for t he 
nex t o~ n1bua to DOl'ch e Bter whe r ~3 we a re g-oing to 
pass t h e d.ay . 

Do write roB a ga in s on . emamber me kind l y 
to L i z zi e All B.re cHI UlS lH,l L t h ;;;m~ i t i " week 
tore rro 'oV s inc e I l -::ft Cone r d . l tl t be r ha s been tn 
t he ci t y once . I sh 8_11 p r ob ab ly rerM.in 6. wtH:k or 
ten d s y s l onger . You in" i re after t he b ig, squ a sh 

suppo e8 I ttu e t c n ~ide r it wa e ' nd aed duly 
h ouored since I £. 8.'8 .$ no tl ce of i t in t Ie Eo st n 
Hera l d . Au n t c a l l s tJpon me to st c~ 12 So excu se 
me & be l le'v-e ' r a you ~ e t r ul y 

Sophy 
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Concord Dec . 31 t 
y de a r friend , 

he l a s t few d a y s of a tormy we athe r h ave kep t 
me c10 ely hou ed . I h ve occupi ed myself in set-
tling with ly c orre s pondents fo r d o not l i k e to 
begin ne y ear in deb t . ad y c omes you r turn & 

wish hd somethin v e ry p1e san t to c ommunicate 
b ut t h e absen ce of suns ine 1 aye uts e in 
sam er mo od. ow nice it i t o ceuse the wea er 
Of ones stupidity . 

As you express an i n teres t in my f f irs 
will lc.Ld l y gi ve you s ome a ccount of myself . fter 
a f or tn i gh t s di sip t lon in the c i t y in Oc t . I re­
turned. to one ord . lmmed i a tely my de r .ta t he r 'Wa s 
a tta cked with j undiee b ecame very d n er oualy 
111 , f o r many e s I wa abs rbed in the du t i e s 
of nurse . The ood man i s now much better were 
it not for a c ough wh i ch is very seVere a t re sen t 
~ould consider h im qui te sound . --

e 0 ther m be l'S o·r the f mi ly a re in thei r 
u su '" ' h eal th . r a . unb h s r etur n e from h er 
.ndarin ,s . --1 am sor r y th at y ou could. not r e J,Jort 
more f vor ab ly c ncernin Liz 1s t he autumn 
win ter us far has been very tryin g for invalid s . 

1 ease tell her th tit w my good for tune to 
he Th al ber ?), Vi euxtemps L r ange t h e nigh t 
b ero :e lett Bo stan. I wi sh. you c ould bo th have 
been pre en t . Hard t i mes e t h ev e interfered 
sadly wi th mu s ic thi win ter . Ae to (; one rd we 
a.r kep t awake by our Lyc eum l ectu r es which have 
been p~rti cul r l y c eep t b l e thus f a r . r . Lmer-
son ave the firs t f the e s on , nex t c eme r . 
1 er th en eo . • Curti s charmed u s a l l 'Wi th 

h is d iscour s e on "Si r Phi li p Si dney. " e re 
now lietenin to o ourse of l e ctu r e s f rom eV e 

r . S tone on n · l i Li te r tur • 
The oncord "D r am tie Un ion" c ompo ed of s ome 

ifte youn e aple . erve u to n enterta inmen t 
occasionally. hrl tma e ni gh t they gve us orne 

cenes f rom i c en so think \Vi th ei r a id we 
sh 11 b e ble to k e ep the c obweb off our br ains. 

must b e ve ry p l eas n t for you to h ave n e i h bo r 
1n the old h u e . 

a. t books a re you read1n? I h ve 1 tely 
njgyed some volumes of u kin . they are books to 
e studied r a ther a n read . Uharlott e ronte 's 

memoirs l a tely fe l l in my way. s the re eve r so 
s ad a his tory? n t break y u r he rte over it i f 
you have n t lready d one s o . 

h op e t ha t your f ather i s wh ol l y rec overed 
fr om the eff ects of his f 11 You must have suf e r ed 
much anxie t y on hi cc oun t . rs' Phillip (?) 
d ugh ter ~re s till in ou r nei ghborh ood . 1 t rust 
you are well s e rved wi til ou t them. - - 0 the r be l le v a s 
y u wil l t ake it kindly , d e a r a:,y An ne i f she ex­
presses h er very ern e s t h ope th a t no a ccoun t of t h e 
impr e sion :m de by h e r a t Brid "e ater friends m y 
e c ape y o)i I t would indeed be cruel to overlo ok a 
mu ch ge~ine merit. 

~ 'ther & a.un t join i th me in wi shin T you a l l 
"Happy l'):'ew ye ar " 

r ;i te a ain s oon l e ee . 
I / Yr s .--Soph i 

Po s tm ar ke on cord J n . 1. 
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DA ING 18 57 '1 'a. rly r ef", , .. !ne e t <;l fa t h e r 's ill nes s . 
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Concord Feb 5th 

My de ar Friend 

I h aaten to relieve your suspense & to acknow­
ledge my c arelessneas as the occasion of' it ' al l. I 
wrote to you in a gr es t hurry 1 remember &: c arri ed 
the le tter myself in sealon for the a.fternoon mail. 
In the cour se of the evening it occurre to me t ha t 
I had neglected to put a stamp on your le tter Aunt 
Louisa s a id th a t she would rec tit y the blunder. 
wh ioh she 41d e arly nex t morning &: was informed 
t ha t you h:;;.d been notified in ccord ance wi th the !!.!!. 
l aw. It used to be the duty of the Pos tmas ter to 
adverti2e all letters not prepaid--

As to Mrs Phileis (1) abe is still with rea 
hi tins Harriet i s a t 1"s e eler a I he ar d a f ew 

days since that She was ge tting r eady to be mar ~ 
ried. By the way h ve you h e ard of JU es Jane 
Wh iting's engagement? The town was muoh astounded 
a t the announcemen t l as t t a ll. She 1s to marry 

r Ba.rksr. a Un1 t a.r1 an olergyman ae ttled in Le omi n­
ster. He is nine year s younger than 1a Jane. &; 
very unlike her in all r espec ts so tar a s I know 
him.--

If you ha.v'e not read "White 11es- ( t) I think 
you & L1zzie would enjoy it. The character s are 
intensely drawn.--What a wonderful winte r thi s . 

I y poor f a t her continues being unwell still ••• 
e are expeoting comp ny to dine. 8 0 you 

must excuse a littl e blank paper. I am sorry to 
set eo baA an example 

Mother & au.nt join wi th me in love to you 
all-.. 

Yre. ever. 
Sophy. 
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DT 1 G 185S? Father ' s continued illne ss . 

 
From the Thoreau Society Archives (Thoreau Society Collections at the Walden Woods Project's Thoreau Institute Library) 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION: www.walden.org 
 



ond ay Feb . ' 1 s t. 
y de ar Jfr1end . 

I t g ive s me p leasure t res ' ond to a ny ex­
p ression of sympa thy at this time of s ad bere ve­
men t. & 1 would th nk you rna t hea.rtily for your 
-v e ry k i nd no te.--It is two y ear s last Oct. since 
my dear f a ther s long was ting siokness c ommen ced . 

e has been a oet pat ient ufferer . At e l as t 
he del'n ed ve r y rapid ly. h • q c nfined to h is 
c hamb ' r hut, th r f" ~;e ks 8" to h i E"' b .ct only on 
we ek . I n:''1 a l l be t'. ~rer ;.> r b\ tef' i l t~ a t l; is suffer i n g 

a s n{;t :l'10r0 fl c v te " t . t his ne a.re st & de re~ t 
fri en i s were .... t h,~l1: wi th t . eir symp .thy & aid to 
comf or t e,; relieve i m . o f a · P. S a. ~ in t .eir ,P 'fe r --

Through a ll my doar f & th r ~ i l 1neB~1 h w~ ~ 
borne\.l .tJ bS t f't f l ll a ci oua llO_ r.< Q often a t tend an t 
on c ·,) lswJ";Jti on . do no tl"' ir.:.k t 1 .t r e l"f' ''' 1 i 3 .d 
t he i mlO ib i l ity of'ecov ry t il l .c>bo t ·en <lE'.y 
befo r e h(~ l eft u s , but then be vlS, S fla Il re d;;r , 
wi l li n& & w 1t~na t o be ~ on _ " B~ e RR id . My 
f a t he r l5 t .o 6 ' ~ ter ._ VIL!'t' wit . u n. t tt.. e tirae of 

is e ·~ t } . ;'" (;j have "'lI1oe r0turned t o Boston & 
I aSBl re y u we 2 e lonely 'nd ed , I feel ee i 
t erE was n ·') th . tl: () r we to dO!l tb a tall e nxie ty 
on 'poo r f l3. t h l' ~) c o ount has cas led . llu t it 113 
g re a t conso l a t i l,Jrl to hink of l-l i a t re~t . ' h m 
de a r l'riCli'Q :r 11 " th,it l c ould e -.-r e· my .. ppreci -.­
ti nuf o 'vine dsdom ~ Z i e ""tcd t ou a ll. It 
i f.l sur ely f;)c.t'e to tI'U ~t th e ':,0(:10 ,od h o co wisely 
c retl f'Or u • 

' Jh .i.Je .I mu ~ t G 'V urn ! i ~ (d:;ae ce an 11 
dell~!t t tl) Ct r1 h me o ry of h i s n ny v . tue "' , 

0 , 1 tru " t t hat ou r 1 S6 i r, h i s ~ et i :t .--Mother j s a t 
pre sent sufra i l.1~ ' lth t . . influenz . 

J\.!' s . nbr a s G:?n enf ined lith f.v·r. eam' 
... e ek ~ t o ' ] ¥ r r:-. m. S e i t now c, nv e le , cen t . Aunt 
L . :-' ' lce '(/e l l. All jO' n rae in ki.d remembrance s 
t o you , f .r. t ,e r &. yours-elf .-- OU d id no t mention 
your co usin Li zzie. 1 s she '1[ i th you t ~ .Y'U ':len t? 
I r e~embe~ ~£r wi h i n t er ~B t . Please ~ 1ve her my 
love . .... beli f,: e rue 

Your IS free . i on t ely 
S . ,!!, . 't'fH ) r e u 
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Ban or June 23rd . 
y dear ary Ann, 

'other a nd roy sel have been in Ba.ngor a bout 
a week, on our return other i8 anxiou s to s t op 
& see h e r c ou s in emuel , so 1 wri te t h i s mornin 
to inquire if h e i s s till l i ving, if you t h i nk 
a c all from us would be agree able . lea se tel l u s 
whe re i n a terville h e r e si e if you t h i k we 
should be made elcome . am r a th er timi d among 
s tr ange rs, ut de s i r e to c n ault mo thers pl ea sure 

so enterta in her p opos1tion An e ar l y r e ly will 
o lige u s .- - Th e we t e r h ere is c ol d r iny quite 
like aye 

o ther send s much lo ve wi sh e a me to sk your 
f a ther &: y our self with c ousin Li zzie to v i sit us 
t h is Autllmn . I do h ope you wi ll make ar rangemen t s 
to do so, it would f f or d u s ~ ple ~ sur e t o see 
you in Conao rd 

I lef t my bro ther to the ve ry t ende r me r Cie s 
of aunt Louisa &: feel a 11.ttle af raid t a t t he 
fellOW m y be harmed by i ndul en ce . 

I received a ve r y kind letter f r om r s Al l en 
shortly afte r my f ther e death . She wrote th a t 

r a. e s t was in Bridgewa ter & o ther sent f or her 
v isi t onc ord , but t he letter was del ayed & r s 
felt obl i ged to decline. I trus t y ou will excu se 
t h e se h s ty line s . ousin ca l l ed me befor e I 
beg an to write &: 1 bel i eve I must run now. 

Good bye , yr s affe cti ona tely 
Sophy . 
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D ING 1860 ~ After fa. t J. r t s death, before Henry ' s ; 
reference to letter of Dec. 27th (1860'N) . 
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Concord Dec 27th 
y de ar Mary Ann., 

I am reso l ved not to let t h i s ye r expire with-
out enquiring at t er our .brid ge water friends . t 
i s now a ye ar a b a l:! since we he. e heard anything 
from you . I a lways regre tted not receiving the 
letter you sent to me a t Bangor . The postmaster 
was probably a Democrat. nd unf aithful like a ll the 

emocra ts I am aoquainted with . 
Don't imag i ne tha t I am a .. epublican. . y mot t o 

h a8 long been "no union wi th l ave holders" &. 
think pro spec t s are bri 'h tenin just now.--

other & 1 passed three we eks very pleasantly 
wi til our Bangor friends &: on our return spent a 
night in Wa terville , whe re we were very cordially 
received by your uncles family . The weather was 0 -
pres ively warm . y head a ched I was uncomm only 
stupid , but mo t her wa. brigh t &. enjoyed talking over 
old times. Do let us know h ow t h e family are a t 
pre sen t . It seemed a s if Peter could not long sur­
vi e he was so ill when we s aw h im. 

You don t know how of ten mo thar & I have wi ahed 
we mi gh t h ave a vi sl t from your t ther &: your se lf • 

a thought wh en a ll assachusetts mustered here a 
year ago l ast Septembe r tha t we shoti,l d see you . I 
tru st you h ave not forgo tten u s .- - EarlY l a st Spring 
my dea,r mo ther was very severe ly a ttacked wi th lung 
fever ever since her h e a lth h a s been exceedingly 
fr ail. At present she is more unwell than u su 1 
sutfer ing with influenza , wh ich in her feeb l e condi ­
tion, renders h e r very 111 . I fear she will be ob­
liged t o confine herself t o the h ouse 11 win ter . 
Do you h e ar f rom your cousin Lizzie? I fancy she 
i s married , th a t is the f ate of mos t wh o go t o a l -
1for nia . .Pl ea •• r~member me to her when you wri t e o 
I spent a month in lymouth • H. la.st summer wi t h 
my aunts another friend . e spent much of our 
time on the shore s of l akes , &: i.IHJ:lUiJ-tIJ moun tain 
led es . I was a l mos t wi l d wi th deli gh t . never 
having seen real mounta in s befo r e . Have you ever 
Visited the Wh ite Jl t s ? I r eally grew f at upon th e 

tracerrie e moun tain trout .--
other is anxiou s to h ear from r s Cu shin • 

She fe 1 t very sorry 1 s t summer to he r th t r s . 
ead (?) should vi it LeXington wi thou t comin to 

Concord Ho r is Ur s opel and? I f you know a ny .. 
t hing of r . Al len · family we shall b e p lea s d t o 
he ar from them.--Aunt Louie Be Mrs Dunb r r 6 s till 
with u s , rill a u sual . 

I d o hope th t you will no t l e t nother ea s on 
p a ss withou t report ing yourself in Concord . 

other jo ins wi th me in kind r ega rd to your 
f a th er yourself . 

Le t u s he a r soon h ow th e Win ter i s Basi n , and 
bel i eve me affe ctionate ly your s ,--

Soph i s. E . 'lhor eau . 
ec 30 th The old ye l' i a l mo at one Le t me wi sh 

you a happy lliU!. one . 

o ... t;m ar ked Cuncord ec. 31. 
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DA' ING 1860 . Visi t t o J.lymou t h , New ·amp s hi re • 
Q!. FA}:I !P.R IJ""!J T l!.;RS . 
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Concord y 1 9 th 
y dear Cousin . 

Le t me th~'nk you f or y our fr iendly inqui r i e s 
&8 t o our welt re . It !11pke e me shudde r t,o r eca ll , , 
s ome fl·! my eXlJe r 1enoe s dur i ng the pa ct year , 
re Ill' sh rink from talling y ou wh a t 'befe l l my 
preciou6 mothe r 1st De c . the 21st d y of the 
mon th . I t wss bi tte r co l d , all t h e f amily. ( t ha t 
i ll'! my t wo r.ged aunt &: J oanna our girl ) e xce p t 
mothe r &: myself he.d one t o b d . when de~~r xn ther 
fell ~ Qwn a very s teep a t a i raase . ver y e 17 k1ll -
1 n g hcraelf . She "Pta d e pri v d of lior ,en e~ ~ for an 
hour or t wo , & 4uring t he time she c a l l ed COil tin .. 
ufL l ly for Henry to hel.v her , h ~r rl g1 t qr m , ' a s 
f r i gh tf\1l1y eh · ttered . 1'he r . a<.hnlnie t cred ether . 

-e t "le r ~. rm o arl'Yill .. ot f four piece "",, of 1,o e in 
h i s po cke t . I t was month before poor mc»ther lef t 
her bed . Our previous &ff l ictione , &: t h i s ter r ib l e 
shock t o my nerves . added t o the fa tigu e of nul's­
in " mo ther has 2ler iou s ly i, m'p ~ lred my frail h ~ ith , 

the spring f t.d s u miser b le inQ,e ed. Mother 
c ""n walk , but t h e r e i n o pro .. pect th' t $h~ "i l l 
e ver r e c ove r t he u .. e of her r i gh t hand . I would 
n t forge t t he many ble ssings h 1eh q ttend me , ~il t 
i n my fee bl enesB I d o miss n ear th l y f riend t o 
le n upon t 4e _1' He nry wa a a ! oet 00 wi De 1n S OUD e l 

e~ efficien t in ever y emer gen cy . Oh it is 
,1"e t mys t e r y tl'Ul?t we are left to livei thout ~ 1m. 

Ticknor & Fi el ds ro a b ut t o issue Q v lume 
,)f my ))ro ther 's pe.p r"' . Ever y noment of my time 
i s oc cu ,p i ed . I h va been prep ing Bome of my 
'br others ,SS, for the pre~ & Qf c ourse 1 h a ve 
h use ol d dutiee so th a t you wi ll n o t wonde r i t ' 1 
n eg lec t my correepondel'1 t s . 

e fel t sorry th a t you d i d no t come wi t h your 
f a t he r to see us l a s t ummel' . Do o ome th i s season 
. e should be g l ad t o se e Al i ee wi t you . If 1 re­
membe r rightlY, she promi sed u s s. visit wh e n ahe 
sh u l aome this W5.y . Pl eaee give ur l ove to h er • 
.. - e h , d not heard Mrs eu 1ng' s depar t u r e . She 
was very fe eble when 1 s aw h er in lir ld . ewe. t a r .· .. 

other d es not .!!.,- r a co 01 e Mrs llu nt. of "dl ~ ru 
y ou ape ak &; w1she e me to ask wh o she 1 a1 --1 a Li zzie 
};~ orbes in ali r orn i a sti ll? ..... A t o t he a t'lttY , he.ve 
on l y one a 1 s t ant r e l a tive . a cousi n ' s eon . wh haa 
l a te ly ente red t h e navy. 1 am spa red th .... t pecu l i a.r 

nxiety one mu s t f e e l wh has de ar f riend s expo sed 
t the d sn e ra . &: har d ship'" of war , bu t my symp, -
th i s ~ a s~verely t axed I sou re you, in vi ew of the 
mel en ch 1y condi t ion of our country.--

'.i. s e ry is sai d to love company y u know, but 1 
t h ink it 7fould be roost r efre sh in ,> to find one ~ound 
n ei hbor . erhap s it i ll c omfort your f t e r t o 
k ow th a t carbuncle s prevai l in t h i s re , ion . 1 am 
s or r y t ha t h e i s t hu s aff l ic ted . 1 have one i'annar 
fri end , who i e cured by workin on the land when the 
VI rm we a the r c ome s . He ha s suffered wi t h carb unc l e e 
t he .p a t two wi n ter .- .. 

Le t u s h e ar agai n Boon . 0 ther &: Elun t send 
much l ove to y oursel f &: fami ly--

l!~x eu se these h o::.a t y l inf!J;E~ . &; b e l ieve me 
Your a f f ect iona te oousin , 

Soph i a ,  
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Th ank yoU mo t since r ely for your invita tion t o 
Vi sit Brid ge wa ter, I "ish we ViI r e bl e to do s o . 

I T '~ 1. 63. :~!' lor'.w. f !"l ll . 
I 
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Con c ord eb . 1 s t tl6? 
y dear Cousin , 

It i s almost e mo arr aalng to break t he si lence 
wh ich h a s s o long separ a t ed u • 

Bu t be please d to p a rd n a ll 8eemin ,ne lect 
to overwhe l min g o~res & re s ponsibilities, g rowin , 
out of the de rture of my preci ous friends , c .. t­
'tended with Ion ", continued illnes s o n my p art. 

La t me th ank you for the ear ty exp ,re s Sl n of 
you X" syrtl.{J u t.b y , i ), t th' i me de ~, r Hl:Jnr y l ('?f t us . I t 

&S ~ully ap~r e Gi B ted . 
As y O';l may ul'po se much of my time h as: be r-:n 

d evoted t o t h e publio ~", tiOl1 of h i e p ""per s . 
' ive volumes hB~ e be e n printed si n ce bi u ~ ea th • 

..... 1 trust t ha t y u 11 va ::rQ. ~d th em, & al~w t he m"'ny 
fr i endly criticisms wh i ch di ecr i rr..i na t ing l' t'HHio rs 
h a ~ e be stowed . 6ho1,; l d 1i "e t , 'Cel l you of n ut er us 
t Ol.;.ch i u ,e, incioents , ",,,,ovil g t h e re s J.) e c t &; affo cti on 
f e l t fo r him by those to wh om h e WB. e. person s.lly D. 

str ac.ger . '5h ile t h e t1QrlSe of ou r :i' ea t l os s i s 
&i.I"eng thened. from ye s.'J: , t u ya ar , i t i s a )l e Dsur e 
t r e a li z e h~<v an:! ahar ur G' r i ~f , & WfJ 0.1' $ 

aVLrti tl l.la lly s ol a ced 'by t h e swe e test ~emori es uf h is 
whe l li:f a .- -

l 'be1.ieve I hav e ne va r tol ', y ou 0 I!.y e r- :r 
mo ther' s ac c i en t . n Dec . 116 9 one b i tter c ,ld 
ni gJ;l t. , E:>h e f ell d own .s. long f l i gh t of at~i rg .. -
lH' aklng h er r i gh t e.rIf , (;.. other wts..; in.i ur ir ,~ her ­
eelf , so th Ci t h u l ife 1Jein ~;; ~ave¥ , (h~eme nirc cu-
l ou s . 

Ho'w thank f u l m{ I , t"or un til I m d c y:r i V~Q f" 
t he Wl ord i".ut..l;.er , . ta "'wee t ets t drog i n l ife ' c.:u.p 
remai n s • ... 

Two ye a r · 8. l c..s t Aug . my Guin tly a un t J ane 
• .. lay f t h ert s .; lci e r s i ste r f? tt ssed o.wQ.y, le ~vin6 lIS 

really Je r e f t , &. a ye .r s i nce th.E.. 2 4th of t h i tl 
mOll th . r.. y 0 oGI. & un t Loui sa , c:a. :f' te r a long &. try in 
illness wa C) released. ! r In life l burdens , t h u , 
n a.rrowing our elI'cle dCJ wn t o two . Hh itiel, f £;1 l i ue s 
aI'''] of ten b:r .;2.h t t o i n . 

i'How etr ange it a ct?IJ. $ wi th £0 muoh bo ne 
; f' life & 10've , t o <:, til1 li v on! 
All li'H,) tiler , .;')nly & t h ou 
Are -l e f :£ of s.ll ., .le t circle n ow. » 

Aunt So ph ia is ~t111 fIlth h ~l' s:;on i n Ha verh i ll. 
Sh~ let 't Concord thre e ye :s.rs sinc €'; . ,a st !SUUJ1: er 
she ~i s i ted us i n July when htlr B5 b i:c't..'hd a y vo-
cUlrad . He r f a aultie ~ a r e wonder f ully preserved--
I fIJrgot t.c Bay tha t a unt L. died of d .. n , p sy . ~ u :t' 
Q, y so.r ar :m. r e p l:'e vious t .. ' h er d.ee. t h she 'J'lS. s r e ­
pe a tedly attacked with a~oi>lexy &: we WG 1"e c on-
s t E. ntly h.nxicu (; on h e :r a c c ount . 

1 wish you to r ea l ize how fee ble my de a r 
10 ther i 6 . Sin ce her f ~ 11 sh e h '~ s n eve ... ' bee n a t)le 
to dros s h e rself , 01" uee h er n e edle- - th e ri ght a:rru 
b ein -; n e arly h e l ple s s , & owin to 'Ilea' eyes she i s 
much of the time de pr i ved of r eadin ;; . Notwith -
s t and.ing her infirmi ti e s , she i eVer ch eer f uL -­
I do no t wi m to send y ou a sorrowful le tte .• , f or 
t h e kind .Providence wh i ch ha s uatained u s amid s t 
so many tr ials fill s y h e ar t ith g r a titude , <5c 
I would rej o lee evermore .. .. e live much in the 
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past . 0 tner reta ins lively interes t in h er old 
friends . She desires most affectiona t e reme m-br anc s 
to yt r f a ther of whom I hope you will be a bl e to i Te 
a ood r e port. Do not delay to '. ri te IJc I will 
p romise to be ~ ore f a ithful in futu r e . 

, e h v~ tho\1gh t. of you '" i nce the- g rea t s t o l1ll 
wondered how you woul d esc ape thro ugh t h e dri f t s . 
Have you a ne i ghbor in the house ne r you? 1 t woul ' 
afford u fL much iJ l el:;cure t o 0(: (; you j n 01 ord Will 
you not try to Come wi th you r i ther hen t.he win t el' 
i s .p st. 

Ho pin J t o .hearvery aoon . belie ve roe 
Affect1 on~ tely yrs 

S . 'I'hors f: u . 

-' 
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Concord No v. 29th "67. 
My dear oousin, 

1 really :teel that 1 have trespassed upon your 
forbearance by negle cting so very long f to acknow­
ledge your prompt reply to my l as t letter ••• 

W. fel t very sor ry to he ar of y . r good fa thers 
illness. At his time of life it se ems a lmost impos­
sible to recover lost strength. who lly. ~y dear 
mother had a seve ;r"e lung fever some eight years f). go , 
& she often refers to her weak side , a s t h e result 
of the pa in ahe then suf f ered . 

You wi ll doub tless be sur.pl~ised to know that 
wha n the Spring opened 1 WaIJ preva iled upon to leave 
home . M.y he alt.l1 wa s so poor . tha t my fr i e nds urged 
a j ourney . &: although 1 h ad never though t t o trust 
de a r mol-her to the c are of anoth.er, still I felt that 
1 s...~o uld make a. poor nurse unles s my condi ti on was 
improved. Acco rdingly I went to Bangor, & af ter an 
absence of ne&1'ly fi ve wee k s--retu rned decidedly bene­
fi t ted . On my way home 1 stopped in Have rhill to see 
aunt Sophia . She r eta ins h e r facul ties) a.stonishing­
l y , but h er h ealth is ext:relnely fr &. i 1-

Shewri tee me letters now, filled with fea rs 
on her s on 's {l ecount . C OU:.3i n (,h arlee n o.s had repeated 
attacks of hem or age f r om the lunge ouring the past 
year , &: this f a ll he is t ru u·bled. with a c ough, & paiin 
in the aide-- a l arming symp toms . But arter bearing 
1ifes bur de n s f or e i gh t y s i x ;years, 1 do h ope that 
poor aunt may be spa red the pain of lasing h er only 
stay. 

Nearly a ll t h e time s ince AUgu6 t 1 have been 81 .. 
grossed wi th c ompany. I think the.t t h e summer ha s 
be en very wet &; disagree able, b ut the li-l te, pleasant, 
s.u tumn days h av e qui te redeeIl1ed the wea t h ar .--

MotilElr i s i n t erested to h ear f r om all her rela­
t1ves, & thanks you f or communic a t i ng news o f them. 
Yo u spoke of vi s1 ting Br ookfi aId \7 i th your f a ther 
thi s se l..u'Ion, &: mo tiHU' has been es.rnestly looking to 
see you in Conco rd. 1 hope it is not too late yet. 
\Ve shall 1 trust h ave Indian summer next month , & 
should be much p l e a sed to h ave a vi si t from you, ele 
the winter sets in. It i s n o serious a f fa ir t o tS.ke 
care from Br i dgewa ter to Concora , Be I do hope tha t 
we may see you.·· 

1 trust th a t you will h av e a neighbor in the old 
bouse the coming seaeon i f i t i e st i ll empty.--

I f you 'Will c ome to see us 1 shall be glad to 
show you some of my de s. r brother' s haunt.s , Pilgrims 
from af a r often c ome to visit them. I was spending 
a day a. t"Walden tI l e. t e ly w en a. gen t lelu<:m f rom the 
West c eme to the pond t o sea rch for lIenrye hou se • 
.He afterwards spent au hour or two a tour houae . 1 t 
i at a melancholy pIe e" su r e to f ind my brother thus re­
membered .• -

Do let us see, or h ear from you very soon. Wi*th 

kindest regard s from a<*.ther & myself to y'r f a ther, 
believe me--

Yours affeotionately 
S.E. Thoreau 

Postmarked Oxmoord 00 t 29. 
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Concord Apr. 21et 
lIy dear Mary Anne , 

I am gla.d to c ongra. tula te y ou U1>on the approach 
of Spring. If you a re as tired of' pold & storms, a s 
I am you wi ll raJ o1ce wi th me 1n t.~ecol!1ing" of ge~ial 
a1 reo . 

l;esr mo ther & myself nre a.nxious to know wha t 
plans y ou h a.ve for the future.--

Does y'r good f a t h c .r feel vigorous en oug,h t o 
under t ak i ng farmingagain"/ Upon receiving y'r letter 
in the autumn , 1 r e sponded Rt on ce--propos i ng to you 
to spend t h e win t e r with us. After fJOme weeks delay 
not hearing f l10m you , 1 wrote to Waterv i l le to learn 
y' r add res s . 

A very kind, & pleasau t letter f rom y'r oousin 
~ a.ry, informed me tha t you were settled for the winter 
in J? lymouth. I hope you h ave had a good time .. - wri te 
me about it.--

My de a r mo the r t a h ealth con tinue s much as usual 
- -her cough. doe s not abate, s t i ll h e r s trength holds 
ou t. Of oourse since h er e.co iden t she ha s never been 
a.ble t o dree s herself , or do B.ny Rc tive wo rk ; bu t her 
mind i ever y b righ t, &: she enj oy s r ead.ing &; keeps up 
with the tiDIe s like a you ng pe rson .--

Aunt Soph i a , W 0 i s still in Hav erhill , 1 think, 
may n ot contin ue long . Her son wri tee me tha t she 
i s growi ng weak , bo th in mind & b9dy. Aun t wi ll be 
8 7, if she l ives t i ll July. I in tend t o go & see her 
Boon.--

I suppose you h ave re ad Mrs Ill! chlbs.ch IS (? ) novel s. 
They i n teres t, 'but s. r e no t e~citing like Ca r l y le's 
ver acious history of Frederick.--

After he a ring from Wa terville, 1 though t you lUIuld 
perhaps ge t my l etter, which was sent to J-jos t on , 60 
that 1 did no t wri te again . .. 0 t lo ng sincE. . the 
cioCUlllent wBsretur ned t o me f rc.lI!1 Waehing ton . I do 
h ope t h i s wi 11 r e ach you. 

o ther sencia much l ove , &, joins wi th me i n de­
siring that you & your f a the r may ms.ke ar r s.ngaman ta 
to visi t Concord t his s pring- -giving u s a ll t h e time 
you Can s pare.--

Please let me he a r soo n, & b91ieve me-­
Your$ a ffeotio na tely--

s. E . Thoreau 

Postmarked Concord Apr 21 
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Concord. ~ay 13; 
My dear cousin 

Your letter reached Concord the morning 1 lett 
to visit some triends in South l)oston. 

. Bow ~ wish we could have met in the 01 ty. I 
thank you most h ea.rtily for your most friendly ex­
preseions of sympathy coming from a heart that haa 
been tried, th ey are of much v alue.--

Si nc e my return 1 have suffered a good deal 
wi th neuralgia in me hea d . M.y nervous system i 8 
l!I adly prostrated &. it il3 h ar d t o rou se myself ,but 
I believe it would dome g OQd to make a change &; 1 
know de ar mo ther woul d appro"ve th e p l an, so if the 
d ay proves fi ne &: I am abl e , you ma y exp e c t me to 
take the tr a in for Bridgewa. ter which l e ave s Bos ton 
at 1.45 Thursd ay the 16th I do no t know h ow long 
the Journey is. If conv enien t it will be very 
pleasant to mee t you at the depot. 

1 h ave not wri t t en to Al ice-- s till i ntend to. 
l..) lease ex.cuse these hasty lines ... -

'Wi th kind reg ar ds to yt r f a ther & ho ping to see 
you in a few d ay s--

Be li eve me, 
Your s affec t io nately 

Sophi a E Thoreau 

l? 0 s tlflfl. rked C \) nc 0 I'd May 13 
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Concord Nov. 15th 
lLy dear Ceusin. 

Before the cold "inter sets in, dear mo tller & 
t • 

myself feel anxious · t o h e a r fromyou, ' &; your f a ther. 
We have heard nothing di:rectly from you for a long 
time, & 1 am ready to oonfes · th a t it is my fault. 
1 am a very neg11gen t co r responden t bu t ce.n plead 
frail health a.s an apology. The l a.st yo u told us 
was, th &t yo ur good f e. ther 13pent a home_10k winter 
wi t h £1'i end s in Maine- - th n t y ou h ad been in Ply­
mouth but had taken y'r copying h ome . Are you 3 till 
together? &: do you f i nd th e WI':\. ting profi tab le'f We 
are sinoerely inte r ested to know of y'r welfare. 
You wil l prob ably remember t ha t my mo ther fell down 
sta ir s soIn.e eight ye ars eince. $he lnju r ie:l' she 
t hen r e ceived toga t h aT wi th t h e infirmi ties of age 
rendet' her ve ry he l p less. She r e te.i n s her me ntal 
f a oul tie s , bu t I do n ot like to l e ve h e r , else I 
t h ink y ou might h sve se en me in Brid gewater. You 
c an symp a thize with me in t h o c are of a.n 8,ged parert. 
In Augu s t last being much pro s t rated & fe eling the 
need of a j ourne y I joined B. par t y on a trip to the 
Wh i tc Mta-- WFl s absent from home 9 d.ays . lepen t 
a day &. €i. night on th e to p of Ut. 'Wa sh,ington , went 
up by c ure & c ame down t h e csr r i a g fJ road t o t h e 
Gl en . We nade Be thl ehem our headqu arters & vi si ted 
pOint ;:; of 1n te :tes t in t h a t neighborhood . Our 
p arty hir ed a moun tain t eam wi th a p l eaean t driver 
- - took our lunch & spen t our day in t he forest . 
Th e memory of t h e se p leasan t excursi on s wi ll be 
a j oy forever 

1 s aw by the pa,per tila t Nile s Ni l sson (?) was 
t o Sing i n :Hr i dgewater on Sund EiY. I hope you heard 
h er & t ha t 1 t oo ma y h e a r h er . 

Tho autumn h~, s 'been full <.1 f shul1 :!'hine 1 have 
had vi s itors & i.;pent :rn&.n y Clays in our WC10ds picnic-
i ng . 

Mother i s re ['di ng "Gates Ajar tl Bow do y ou like 
th o book? 

Ple aoe let U :3 h e G, r fr o:rn you soon. M,otr!er s ends 
much lO ve t o your f c;,t her & yourself . 

Yours a f foction a te ly 
S E Thoreau. 

Postmar ked Concord Nov 15 
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C onoord Sept. 18th 
y dear Cous1n, 

. .1 am .greatly surpri G:ed on rending your last letter 
to find it dated so long s ince. Mother &my'self often 
t a lk of you" y'1' good f E. thaI', &; I " hope you will ex­
cuse my delay 1n expressing the sympathy we fe e l for 
you. One oan 1n a measure eup:ply tne 10 sa. of physioa l 
strength, but menta l decay, it is most trying to wit­
ness. 1 eXj>e rien ced it in the C ~H'J El: of de}lr a.unt 
L o ui sVo--

My moth~r i s gr eatly bla see~ in r e t~ining with 
r ~re vigor, all her f aculties . 1 don ' t know what I 
ahould d o wit.it out her SOCiety. ll or &. f ew zr;c nt.'1.s l fi. st 
win tel' of 'Wa s :relr· a:rk~:;. b ,y well, ~ince then rt~ heal th 
h~a f a iled , '.' this mUElt be Iny fl.l;iC)logy f or not wri t­
i ng tv Bri dgewater • .If you cou le: l c.fl. ve y' r f F tre r 
with l~ vme ... l'icnd.m for 11, li'ttl lJ tirr. ~ \1E:~ should de­
l ' gl':d. to n eve 6 vi si t tr-Jl!J you , &. wo uld g l uc ly de­
fray y'r expenee s . 

( .Do yvu still OCCU y yours elf wr i tine . ..!. ~~h(.;uld 
, ..::ert&.i..nly hl::: ve inful'!n.;:d y ou hHi 1 kno.m of [dly co~y .. 

ing c, th e tillie yvu wru te . fit r • . bnmerl.:'lon ci):mctimee 
neec.s &_i tlE.nce but thero is a young lady i n town 
'who serves h i m. 

1 trust y ou hb ve a good girl . l elp eo called 
1 find ontt of the s evere st tri ah~ of my life . I can 
seldom lcit&vf; h ume f IJ I' 1(2 k of /1, comptLlicn 'f')r de &r 

<) mo ther . I IDW.1Ctgod to spend e. vle ck \~ith a friend in 
\ \.-ohalSS6 t . i n AU€;. hQ,t)ing the flea. Q.ir ra i Gh t b e n e! i t 

e , tJu t Wfl £Ii ck &11 the time. ~ ow 1 am looking 
I f Ol'Wtl r a to the c ool ... 1.4 tumn d &y s , trusting t h ey will 

bl'irlt:l. me etrength.--
wn e of \)U T L(wcord girls , <' 115 3 lt u {J ( n oy'l , i ~ 

te achirJg in SQme town near you, &:: boa r d s wi th a 
daugh te r of :M • Cope l and I dono t recall her 
mar l'i ad n ~;;rJ1e . 1'J.o ther de tail"C s t o k n ~w i f h er me the r 
i s 11 ving-- sho \',r'H' tr (,mblod d th f" b vo cough when 
fJh e 1 a s t ~ 'f her . - .. ¥~r. t can you e 11 U 8 of th e 
ilatel'ville friends'f.- 'e h ave h ad a good de a l ·of 
oam£) a ny the p &. at s aason . An old friend of ray mothe r 
spent week befo re lh e l us t wi tll U "' . 

Ou r f ri enc.i ~ ir'oo 1 l1 in e h ~'\le v l$itl~d u s - ... 
1 am j U 'Jt reading 'IGyuCl l? l e s · Hours of };xercise 

in the A1'ps . "(·l) &: find i t exhilara ting indeed . 
110 ther j oins me in v e !"y kind rag<lrd s to your­

eelf . fa th6l' - .. r:v e are interested to kn t) '.1 yr prospects 
f ~r the winter -- 'Urite Si)c;n to y'r nffecti n £:. te c ousin 

30ph ia 
i> l ee.se acc ept t he anelo s ,:; d ~ 5 . wi. th thebe a t 

wishe s of l'f.Y m ~ ther t'or your father's we lfare. 

P o sUnerked CQncu r d Sop l fl . 
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Concord Apr. 8th " 72 
My de a r Cousin, 

1 know you will excuse my del ay in responding 
to y'r frl endly line s of sYIDPs.thy for whi ch r truly 
thank you--

Since the departure of my most precious mother 
I h ave been much prostrated, & for the p ast ten 
day s all my strength has be en taxed in breaking up 
house ke eping . 1 h av e rented my house & g one to 
bo ard wi th the f emily. I c oul d n ot live utterly 
alone. 0 words c an tell t he severe struggle it h a s 
co st me to p a rt wi t h t h e many rel i cs which. had be­
come s a cred through a s s oci a ti on wi th a ll my de­
p arted loved ones. But my house must be emptied . 
1 am sor r y t ha t you k now 80 wel l h ow to sympa thise 
wi th me in my lonelines s . I l ong t o see you &; tell 
you the par ticul ars of d e a r mother ' s pa ssing away, 
& when t h e warm d ays c ome I hope to avuil myself of 
y' r kind i nvi t a t ion & spend a littl e time wi th you.--

Dear mo ther WB.tl i n her bed three we ek s. She re­
t ained f ull possessi on of a ll h er f a cultie s to t h e 
l :.as t. The v i gor & a c ti vi ty of he r mind wa s truly 
wonderful. lIe r bodily infirmities sh e bore 
as sh e h ad done f o r ma ny ye ars, & the Lora g r an ted 
a gen Ue exi t. 

A r ar e be au ty c ame t o he r in dea t h , I wish 
you could h a ve seen her a s M e l ay like a queen , 
bede cked wi th co stl y flo ri e ra, the tokens of fri end­
s h ip & respect.--

Hencef orth my life mu s t ch 8,nge , a mothe r' s love 
c ann ot be s upp lied I fee l t h a t a g r e a t sh are of 
my vi tali t y h a s g one into the gr ave of my f amily--

I was sorry to mie s seeing you in Boston l a st 
autumn. I met Mr s Town send a few moments a.fter she 
par ted f rom you.--

We enjoyed seeing Mr s T. & Alice in Conco r d. 
Please g ive my love t o her I h ope to wri te to 
Wa terville soon. 

1 emembe r me t o you r good f a. the r . I tru ..; t tha t 
wh e n t he g eni a l a irs of Spring a re come he will g ain 
strength . Job e p a st season h o. b een unusu ~ lly try-
ing . 

Do write me aga i n & balieve me ytr s affect'ly 
S E Thore au. 

P . S.-- (;an 1 f ind 8.t the d epot a c ar r i age to t s.ke 
me to your house? 

J:' 0 s tma rked I.,; on cord Apr e . 
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Concord June 1872 
My dear Cousln, 

1 t was very pleasant to get a word from y ou. 
The picture of your quiet home lies fair in my 
mind & 1 wi sh to tha.nk you for all y'r kindness, 
very often do I think of you, & your good f ather. I 
can imagine how lovely is the land scape in y' r 
neighborhood & should enj oy B. drive wi th you. 

How glad I should be to show you our viII age 
just now in all its glory. Believe ms. I like to 
be missed, & I am ready to c onfess' th &t I missed 
you sadly, &: Tuesda.y morning proposed returning to 
Bostcn- ... feeling afraid it migh t ra i n the nex t day. 
It would have been del i ghtful if I could h ave seen 
y ou that d ay . My friends seemed surprised at the 
though t of my leaving so Boon. They d avo ted them­
selves to my entertainroent ... drove to a ple a sant 
pond &. gathered wild flowers & I soon go t be tter 
of the twinge of home .. ickncss which 1 felt in the 
morn ing--

1n the evening Mr Gifford & Mr ~ayne cslled, the 
latter 'Ras enthusi a stic abou t Hen r y whose "Wa ldenll 
he quoted--

Wednesd ay morning I had a nioe r id,e to the city 
in company wi th Mr Allen. You will be glad t o know 
that 8. burden was lifted from my m i nd to my ba ck. by 
fortun a tely finding a black brilliantine suit--pret­
tily trimmed polonaise & c ape all re e,dy for journey­
ing 

by the way 1 have just received a letter from 
Bangor & learn that my friends will p ostpone their 
journey for a week. on a ccount of Mr Thatcher ' s ill­
ness. It 1s a disappointmen t to a ll concerned. 

I am indebted to you for t h e hints 1 re ee i ved 
from that most v a luable book wh ich you put into my hands •• -

I should like to h ave seen Mrs La tham, & other 
friends who were kind en ough to think of ea.l l ing.--

.Please thank Mary fo r f i nding my stud ,1 ha.ve 
h ad it re~ired--on my way home I b ought a new pair, 
but they will not come ami.s.--

I passed a night w.t.th my friends in So. b oston 
& returned Thursday as 1 planned. 

1 devoted two days to neuralgia & since t hen have 
riC co.mpli shed a g ood deal. I am no t a lways the drore 
you saw me in Dridge water.--

I must beg you to nurse Y'r leme leg , h ave you 
tried re st'? 1 am no t aurpri Bed af ter the a cciden t 
t b a tit should tr ouble you. Perhaps you h ave taken 
some cold, do be very c a ref ul & defend it from rheuma­
tism or the like. 

Hemember me mc at kindly to your father--
I must enquire for old pUS.8, IHtty, Spe ck & ipot-­

hope they are t h riving .--
1 Elball hope to hear again ere long.-­

Irs affectiunately 
S . E .T • 

.P os tmarked Concord June 13 
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Bangor July 31st 
My dear Cousin, 

It i8 a cool b~ight morning this.;" I have de­
clined an invitation to join a party down to Fort 
Point, & will gladly devote a little time to you, 
who are o.f ten in my though ts. I t pained me to bear 
of your good .father' e prostration. I do hope be is 
stronger ere this, & the.t his hearing bas returned. 
ltwaa Bad i ndeed about the poor cows . 1 wi sh 1 had 
one in my pocket to Be nd you . The cherry is E O 
s.bund&f1 t in ou r pastures that I shou ld think many 
would pe r i f'b i f 1 ti s poi BClnou~l . 

1 had a p le aslln t visit of theee weei.Ke from my 
aunt & cousin !irIS Thatcher, &; ! went to t..he .Peade 
Jubi lee wi th .hi:r &. Mr s Tolm&n. Did y ou a ccompli sh 
as much'? .1. sh al l like to r e l ~. t e my experienc e 1,lhen 
we me e t. Th e 28 th of June we left Con c or d & had a 
ve ry ple[~8a.n t journey t o .M.El.ine-- s topping one night 
in J;> ortl ~ul'L At t he e nd of a fo rtnight . I wen t 
wi th c ous i n Ge o . & h i s wife t o Mt . Desert. Our ride 
through the forest was d e 1.igb. t.ful--c a tch ing g liID.J,)ses 
of 1 e.ke s &, moun t ains. The sce nery a, t Mt De scrt i III 
char ming b eyond de scr i ption . Our visit wa s eho rt.B­
e d by a telegr am from Bangor a nn ou n cing t h e increased 
illness of l,[ r Thatcher'sf fl t.'1er. We ha.stened back 
to find th a t t he old gentleman had di ed the n i ght 
previous. He wa s 96 y'rs ola &; We c oul d on ly re .. 
joice that the t .our of his ne' birth h E).d come, he 
had been t otal l y blind for l ~ years & conf ined to 
h i a bed over thr ee year e. The funeral t oo k plaoe a t 
co u eins hou s e . Si n c e t h €:m he ha s h ad Et c nrouncle 
& 'been under t h e Drs care. .l. n the mid at c f i t all 
Neb.'s (1) gi r l left & so the perplexity of ch ang­
ing help h a a been added . I hope y ou have found a 
woman f a ithful & eff icient. I expect t o go to Mrs 
I·owell a aeon to f i n i sh my vi s i t &. tho f j,r s t of Sept. 
my cousin Lizzie Lowell will return t o Conco rd t o 
PI1\,SS & few waeks with me . I ba:ve not d e ci ded about 
my wi n t er arr angemen t s . It se ems 6 B if 1 could not 
l eave de a r ol d Conco I'd & \vi thout my b l e seed mo thar' 8 
'pre e.:e n ce , h ow c an I stay t here'l Time 1 fe 8.r ca n 
ne'ver heal roy f:J.6'.ny wounds .--

If yo u should s ee ltrs Revere'sd aughtar (I can­
no t rec.::.ll her name ) whom 1 me t on the sho r e of 
Wa lden will y ou a sk her to fo r give my le '~ving he r 
31) abrui> tly . I I)'~af;3 eager to s..:.Je p.k wi th }.~rs Emerson 
wh l) passed .t t h e moment . 1 cannot tel l ye u how 
sor ry I urn to h e ar of t h e burnin g of Nrr Em e rson 's 
bouse . Many aa.cred aa soc i e.ti ons clus te r [)bout that 
home . Ny f ri ends a re ever kind ~"<: thvughtf ul , I 
hQve pain ted some i n oil s-- r sed , BOW, walk, r i de , 
IH'acti se u pon coullDms fi ne piano s till my life seems 
d ree,m like . 

I shall wi sh t o heel' frvrn your f dh,;:r & yourself 
ao on . .:? l ease direc t t o the c!:!re of Ch arles 1.,owe l1 
Bangor. And belie ve me your very affectiona t e c ou~in, 

S. E.T. 
l)ostmarked Bangor Aug 2. 
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Conoord Jan , 1073 
y ci e a r Cou si n. 

r d beli e ve in spired y ou , to wri t e me , or 
1 h ad grown very a.nxi ou s t o h,e ar, &: t hough t fr om d ay 
t o d a y tha t I mu s t s ent t o en qui.re wh a t had bee me 
o f you. 

ca n easi ly i ma, i n e th c. t the c a re s of your 
house o1d mu s t fully o ccu py t.lJese shor t d Ys , & h ave 
t he no t bean bitter c o lcl ? .. - l t.h i nk th a t I wr te you 
in v e t. ft e r cousin Lizzi e lef t II!C .-- U l t s e ems 
strang- €) with omu c, c one e)f liff; & l ove t o stil l 
li ve on tl as Vi i ttier sse . I came t> 8.ck to _.y desol a t e 
h orn e wi th mcmy rei. sg ivi n[ e . to t r y t e experirr:en t of 
livi nc. a lone. Thu s f a r th~ win t ' X" h -:;,s p8~aed very 
p l eu f3en tl y , My old f r ienc f. wa l e'm od :e f.C Q ", t c ord.i a l l y 
& El l Concord s e em s p r e ci DU ~ to me . I i mpr oved t he 
lo ve l y Au tumn d ys , vi ",:i- ting t hl'! f av ori te haunt ~J of 
my Cl l ildh o od ($r rry deer br o ther . I s !,)€'nt d ays in the 
wo od s . natura s oo ths me . l.f tJe gr ~v ho l ds al l 
my femily . $till the land C/'jDe i s f riendly . 

I purpo s e d to s 'end r . p .: r, of t : '? wi n ter irl 
.B o s t. n wi t h roy friend ]Ar s . F a ,.·te r & so enj oy th e 
intollectu ,l lif e of the Cit.'! , but t l iA S f Ar 1 h5.ve 
been a sor t of pr i sone . Jl ix' · t C ,me di ee aee. &lflo ng 
t h e poor h or se s then the t orr il) l e f1 re , dd ed t o +,he 
pestilenc wide ed the ,u lf , & I have st. i d qui e tly 
a. t h 'm • 

1 pm .just recovering fr om t .e ~ ffect a ;'if qc · 
c in Btio n , wh i ch a ite r <J t :ird tr i a l . ' r ovo! very 
auec ol;': sful. '1' e C I)W liiru ~ di~\ t:2rbs the sy~ tem 
m o re t l llsn the urr :m 1zed t ut i s of C QUl" 'E O t he on] ,)' 
eafe lyrrr ph t o be used < 1 tl'u s:t t}l,'?t I 7i::n: r. ow f :.' O ­

t e c ted from Bffi al pax & I ho pn r c lotlu to v i sit 
t he o i ty--

.I ruyl very sor r y for t b e Ivs you ss st i.dn in t h e 
de t h of y ' r c ous i .n . I ellTl afflicted b y the mY Rteri ­
our di&&ppe a r tnc e o f my c ou ein ~dwa rd Lowel l o f Dan­
gore A youn g m$n b c u t .. ", y ep r o ld . H lef t Il is 
f &mi l y as u s' 8 1 the 9 th of Nov . to go to !' is s ture 
fter teft , & since t h " t n l €;h t h 8 S never b6'en h E;il.rd 

fr om. Hi s poor f 9m ily 1.' e oTer ~ ~ e lMed - ~ Gu$pen ee i s 
GO mue wo!, 'se th E"n p. u gh t e l. se . '.I.1le y fe e l t B, t he 
c an not be l ivin g - -h :::;, v d 1.' l'=£ ad the river t o find t h e 
b od y i f po ssi b le &: lmt t he c .... 1"·e into the de tecti.ve 
he.nd ,~ . bu t no tid in · s C07 e .- ... 

C'msin - r y ent f o r me t o re turn &; Pt'$I'J t h4 
win t er , Ii I sthv uld h r,ve 'l..)eEm e l ~~d- t v cheer & c OlJ' f o r t 
them ' ,1 th my re~ence , hut ,J: wa13 n ot ve YS well 
h l'id .... ome lJ-u.; i nC:! "3 s mrJtt6r. 1'1l'1 ich d ecided l Yl e to remain 
i n ConcQ::,d .- -

If y ou ,read ne ,': z ~ :: pe :::c r 8m s u e tl'e tl' <. g:i.C 
elemen t wil l get cul tiva ted , f or it seem a s j f crime 
were e p i demi c , it ls r CD.ly fri ghtful t o ccm ttm.,t>1 :2te 
t he nr.nrr ors daUy $pre ~t d bef o :e U~. --It i s r Fi. t}H~r 
s i .ngul , 1' th~ t 1 eln just. now re edin g "On t he He i gh ts " 
- -ruo, g l ad t h f . t you h a ve h e.d tha t 11 l?G au 1.'e - - ~,. e h £.ve 
s. g o od l~ i b r ary & . r Tolma n wi th born I bo a rd , bring s 
home m ny v a luable bo ok s .- .. 

1 am g l ad t h " t you r f a tb e r i s s o comf or t a b l e. 
iJoes t h e de .. f n e ss c on tinue<l 1 oft en thi nk of you, &: 
wish I~ C OUl d run in &: h ... ve a ohat with you i n y' r 
Bunny parlor. The win te r l a nds cape mu s t b e v e ry 
b e a u ti fu l. .l shoul d e n joy 1 e k1ng out u .l? on th e  
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trackless snow . 1$ not y'r woodl" nd path blocked? 
I f ear 1 t woul\! a dd to mue to y our c a re s to hav e 
e. win ter vi s i tor so l think yo u may BO t s ee me 
t ill the spr1n comes . A ood ci e 1 of time .L have 
de 0 t ed to pain tin i n wa te r colo rs &; wi shed you 
were here t o try y ' r ~k i ll with t..'le b u.sh .... -

h e •. ember n;e ki nuly to y ' . go,,)' father ..... uol ieve 
me Ave r y r cousin 

r f .. . , . ' 
'l V ptn a 

It i s c ruel to (;:£:.* y ou tClwri t ·..; me 6. lIne s ince 
you havE' e wl~ole vo l ume t o c· _,y ' ,u t 1. wi ll 'd&,y 

that 6ny imrCi f..~·im you i. '11'<ays \' e 1 c 0. 1e . k _ ~ QBe 
a cce p t th~ er: cl:J(·,~d ' 1i tb t e 'Le~j t W1SfH-; ~ oi' , th e 
se:;son . 

. , 
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Bangor July 1st 73 
~ y d e a r Cousi n , 

Trusting t h a t you b ave not f orgot ten me quite , 
. fe a ri n g y ou '[jay un l e ("! f' I r epa rt yae lf wi tl au t mor e 

d elay, 1 will s end a fo ~ line s t h i $ morn i ng. Soon 
a fter the reoeipt of your le tter i n Jan , 1 f e ll ill 
with bil ious E'. tt a ck , r eally am not yet re cove r ed . 
1 StllJPO e I .a ve d y apepsi , that c ove r s g multitude 
of' evil fe . 

'''h e ex )e1' i men t of b o ar-d in c d i d n o t prove who lly 
.,,, re- ea.b l e , s o in t f~ $, r ine I deci ded t J c· .11 my 
ou · e & ID:'>.ke my home w1 th 11y friend!:l in Be.ngor who 
re !ro""t d e ar t o ro e . I .h av~ n doubt i t W2$ mot'e 

trying- - felt 5 sanee of gr e nte r lose in a l l 
i' ::.IJu lt,J:' thing e: -- beinb und er my (;wrl roof . Y. ~r o ld 
fr i end. 5 &: ne i ghbora were exce ed tngly kin" I &: 1 
sh oll hope t :.> nper1d u ch tiMe wi th t h er. in t. l e 
f uture . It seemed wise t o e i v e up all c are of ren t­
ing & keeping my houae in r ep. ir , 80 I put it into 
t h e h and s of a brok er, ~f te r w i tine t lJ'J Q mon t s &: 
not f i ndt ng a purch a ser decid e d t o l c~ rje it for 
t h ree ye a r s t o F . B Sanborn . who will k e ep it in 
r epair . Mr S . is ~ friend I have lon e known, & i t 
is pI e , ea-n t t o h ve his f nm i l y occu py tlJe h ouse . 
1 p rpoeO. t o visit a ll my friend ~ b-efo r e 1 lef t 
M£ 60M ohu setts . The id d le , o f Apr went t o S . 
}jost OD for a we e:;k or ten d iS , & I stid ei:>: .,f a ""te al 
l ih e we 8. t h e1' wan c o d ", . y ou 1M' 1 r ern emb el" &: 1 C id 
n c t I e t r cd t o (';oncord t o find WE',rm 
wea. the r & th e c oun t ry perfe ctly encti ;:.ntin g . l'he 
bre aki ng u p sell i n g fu rn1 ture I &: eaver i ne: my ee I f f r om. 
every' !> seoei R ti on p, rown 1-12 e red W!HI s no uen t o ,pro s t r a te 
me & I did not :tee l f: 'ole t o rrle.ke v is.i ts . .LIu B.no . er 
se a son I trua t ..I. sh al l l oak in upon you . 

Wl"l.en 1 wa s in bos t on 1 t o .f e e.p eome 
of the frui ts of the oi t y . He 8.rd Bellen t 'f) t he 1310 -

cution '. st. Attend ed t wo o fM.cDonHlds 1 "cturHS wh ich 
g a ve me g re e t pleesure par t i cul ar ly the fir s t upon 
" lnacbe th 11 . 

:Ii or InU aie:; ..L heard th e Hamp ton B tuden t s &; 13. 1 so 
l u oenetein' 8 U ce "r!"l symph ony by t h e fl'arYl.1 rd OY' ch'~ Btra 
6:: Wieniawski th e vio l ini !') t • 

..iJid 1 no t do '!'(ell fnr 2.fl inve lid .. -
\v e e. re enj oyin . a 10 ve ly r R i n ted BY wh j c,jr1 t 9 

~ r e c, tly ne ooed .- -
1 reg re tied t o re 5td t h e d as. t 0 f Sim~on .Dunbar 

Oc tuuu gb t tha t de~r JrlQ ther wvul.o sV known j u st who 
it VIas . 1 have often henrd he r f:!)8 Fi l< of "uncl e 
S ime on " . 1 fon (:;y the ue ee a£' d 'f.'!U'1 ::- o ousi n . 
. i~ ow d e el' Mary Anne if you 'r-. a ve no t dYRpe psi 8. , 

J. beg you w.i1 1 wri t e me s,t on oe --C E?1:' e of (;h·· rJes 
J..owel l. 1 8Dl enxi uus to h e .:r f rom yr r f a thel' & y our ­
self (,~ t.'1ink vi' you v c. ;:y uften . b elieve me y' r affe e­
ti 0na te c Quain--

Soph ia 
r :: you are co t f 2lmi l i ar wi t h "G old 
works from the German Qf 'l~aslitt tl 
will fi n d t hem pleasan t r e&d1n8 . 

P ostm~rked Bangor . 

E lsie tl & o ther 
(1) 1 th ink you 
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Bangor Sept 26th 
My dear Cousin, 

1 did not mean to let so many weeks go by with­
out responding to your welcome letter.. 1, was in 
Camden when ' it reachec1 Bangor I went wi til my aunt 
Maria the middle of July, & spent six weeks very 
pleasantly. The scenery is charming--the sea & 
moun tain air comb ined make 1 t a very de s1rable re­
sort for summer. Now r wish you could have been 
wi th me to climb sorne of the roounte,ino. I t makes 
nie a che to think of yt r co pying whole volum es-­
nothi ng tires me more th e.n writing. 1 ahoulc! like 
to look in upon you theee bright S~ptember days , & 
enj oy t he gold en splend or of our Au t umn wood s . I 
do n o t think the tin te in thi s r egion are so bee,u­
tiful s.s in Messachusetts . .But 1 do not e .ttpe ct to 
go West before opring . I am r ather drea,d i n g t h e 
l ong cold wi nte r of Maine. 

Last week Miss Dunb ar--Alice I supp ose, c a lled 
a t Mrs '£ha tchers to eee me. My home is wi th Mrs 
Lowell on the oth er side of the stream. She thought 
ah e mi ght find me , a.s yet I have not seen her , & sl:a 11 
be sorry if I (16 n ot mea t tier. It I knew where she 
visited I should certain ly try to see h er. 

1 am sorry t ha. t ytr f a t he r is not wa ll enough 
to enjoy Sitting & seeing h ie friends. Y ou Co not 
speak o f' hie de afness. Ha s the tr oub le 8.ba te d any? 
1 think t h e summe r has been ve ry trying for inval­
ids, so oold &: dry . 

~ fhen 1 wa sat (;runden I whi led away fit g o od deal 
o f time in readint storie s , & re c all "Off t he Skel­
leye il \<1) with ple2sure I like i8S 1genlow' s (1) 
poems. 

I t wae a most mysterious & kindly providence 
whi ch brought to li [!)1 t the bQdy of my de a r cousin 
Ned. I t Was f ound i n a cov'e six mile s be low Eangor 
entangled in we ed s, which preven ted it from be ing 
oarried out to sea . 

While the di s covery c ru sh e d t he l ast r cy of 
hope , it put an end to the ter r ible suspense which 
he,d become e,lmost t oo he tlvy for morta l e ndu ran ce. & 
I think th a t now t h eir hear ts are beginn ing 
t 0 find res t . 

i'he body was fully i den tified, &; hi a f ri e nds 
feel tha~ his d OR.th muet h ,.ve be en 8,ccide n tr-,1. It 
1s 2 s ad s ad loes to h i s family . 

itih&.t &l. Bummer of h orrors the PEst h c,sseenJed 
r ail road aCCide n ts, f ire e murders &c &c have fi lled 
t he d ai l y p e,pers ..... 

Do l e t me hear from y ou soon. Hs.ve y ou g ood 
h elp still? I always rec~l l my v i s it in ~ri dgewa ter 
wi th a mel anch oly ple asure i t WIi S associated s o in­
tim~tely with my d arling , ble s fteci, mothe r 's childhood 
experience. 

~Vi th love to your f a ther . b el ieve me 
Yours truly, 

S . E . T. 
Postmarked ~angor Sep. 25. 
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angor ov 2 5th 
y de a r Cousin , 

I we ll remembe r t h e r a iny day you refer t o i n 
your letter , it was pouring here lustily. Yeater­
d ay we h ad a re a l down 'ast sn ow sto rm win t ar 
s e e s well begun . 

Since the c 01 wea ther 
& h VB enj oy ed m~ny w l kt 
1 i gb. tiul c i ty . I on l y wi sh 
· 0 at 'n .--

have fel t much e t ron er 
rid e s . a n ;or i s - d e ­
it ~re no t no f · r from 

am r e j ' i oe t u h e ar tha t y our f a the r' 5 de a f nes s 
h a s a lHi, ted . ~ th·' t b ", wa s a 1 e t o enjoy h is 
b i r th d ay . fe el a · ;i f' it 'would 0 h i m ' 00 to (.) 
ften t u tle vi ll aee-- one c f ac ul t i e s r u t EO oon 

with ou t usc . You do n o t speak ~f ' 1' house k ee e r , 
o r ser~ <:tn t . Is ehe t i l l \yi th you 

1 wi eh ve r y mu ch s i n ce yo u des ire i t , t ha t you 
c oul d f ind e l) l u crc.tive e m l oyment ... - Vri t in tires 
rae so fe a rfully t h at I a lways ;p i ty you vh en y ou 
ha e i t t o d o . h .os y ou have h d "'ucces i n the 
ma ~azine bu sin e ss , & a:; pr ou of yo ur ene l"gy &: 
e n t e r p r i s e .- -

I s cous in Lo u i se .. - l" r s '""ownse ' d p l'don my atu­
i d :l. ty. 1 eJn t r uly sorry f or h r (JC i den t . 

i'lh t d . yu find to r ead ? A ne igh bor s en t m.e ' 
Lo .i sa Al c o t t t EJ !l Wo ;:dc fl ~ u bI i sh ed i l1 th Chri s ti d.n 
Un ! n , be s i d e t h e t ory 1 h ave f ound roue' "V t.d u s: l e 
r es.diL, . Se veral f tL e boo s C".I' li' r ed . ·? obj.n ! n 
ha e ·me in my way , but r d u not c ar e much fo r 
them. mi s s tl e sc i en ti.fi c wC)rka I had a CCeS S to 
i n ':.,' Tol an 's f am i l y l a st ffi nte r IIEv e you h eard 
abQU t the f EU OU & n e · libr aT ' . n on cord ,? Vi: ;:' of 
our weal thy c i tizens ere ct d ~re en t e t o t he 
t own a very c un "enien t & .Jr n arr.en t e l l,dld ine." 
.h i ch a lready co n t Cl. i n e t e n t h ussnd ohm s a ll 

f "e '';) ur t.h e u se of he Vi ll ager s . Here ne mu t 
pay eigh t d ollars a year o r acc e ~H~ t o t Il. e bo ok s . 
-- - find t hat 8 hEY €; n Ly c ill!l-- aS "l ith us , 
only oc casiona l le c t u r e s . It t e s to L u ah ti e 
en tl money to h i r e 1 · ctul" s fr om G. brQad . 

ea t up a stand :: f l we r s i n my cb ~·mte r this 
fal l. I h Ya n ow a l ovely t a rose i n l oasond 
80" e mi gnonne t te 'che l t1 tte l' I i n t end to int I 
w·sh you V7 r e y my s i 1e to try y' r han v j t.h me . 

"'y_e sno W' p I u ""h h .j u t:i 0 Gn {ld p t h wh i ch 
mu st i mprove e ore : no h el." <;~ trrm- -whlch s e ems 

Lk t . .J 
vl ~r ea n .lug . 

)l Ha sc r en:. .... mbe r me k i nJly to 'it ~ oo f a th e r . 
1 . n c 0 so a t rifl e to g o t o t he d en t 1 ~ t , or 

lIl t -;j l' mou t h a f te r any fa h iou you ch o so . 
Bel i e ve m_ y our a f ! ec ti on at' cou s ' n-~ 

("I - ~ , .;. l ore ' U 

Let me he a r eoon excu se my l ~bby e p i s t le • 
.! am u si 1 ::' borrowe4 i nk . )e :thap f.l th ' t haG ome-
t h in · C . 0 , i ' i t . 

o s tmarked B or QV . 2 • 
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Conoord Oot. 28th 
My dear Cousin, 

It 18 three weeks sinoe I returned to Conoord. 
Cousin Lizzie Lowell c_e with me & staid a tort­
night. I have had a pleasant summer--th a t is, my 
frie.nds have been devoted to my comfort &: helped me 
to bear mycroaa. There oome momenta when a aen,e 
of loneliness absorbs me 8c this world is a blank • 
.During the summer I have had dyspepaia.- .. am now ~uoh 
better--reaping the beneti t of j ourn.eying & change 
of scene & air--Concord seems perfectly charming, 8c 
for the present 1 shall content myself here. My 
o ouaina wi sh me toapend the winter in Bangor . 1 
d 1d think afgoing to Washington wi th Bome · frienda 
, .. ho make it thei r home ~n cold weather, & passing a 
se ason with them. But I hear suoh fearful reports 
of the miasma oocaaioned by the opening of sewers 
th a t 1 have decided that it would be absurd to go 
there for heal th or ple asure. 

One friend had neuralgia in every j oint, another 
had chills, another was put upon a diet of quinine 
pills as an antidote to the poison she had imbibed 
&: so forth &: so on. 

I ve ry of ten think of my ple a sa.n t stay a t your 
house & feel very muoh inter.eeted in you &: yt r good 
f ather. I was truly Borry to hear of hi a deafness. 
Trust your girl proves servicable &: f a.i thful--

What a trying sea son we h a ve had . The heat 
was far less severe in bangor than in )lass. &: we 
4 i4 not have thunder storms, bu tplen ty ot' rain-­
indeed 1 am qui te tired of thi s dripping wea ther 
since I got home. 1 have failed to accomplish much 
that 1 desired on account of the rain. 1 can 
soarcely wonder at the epidemic among horses if 
dampneaa is the oauee. 1 do sincerely hope your 
horee may · eSOape. Only thi nk of ljoston .... wi,R': men 
& oxen dralfing oarts through the streets. he de-
soription ¥ r Tolman gave us last night of the ap­
pearance of the 01 ty wi thout horses, was a t t h e same 
time laughable & sad.--

I 'pity the poor, afflicted animals & hope they 
may soon be well again--While I wa s wi th lIlrs Thatcher 
I read two ple asan t book. from the Ge nnan of E . :Mar .. 
li tt (<t)--"Gol<1 Elsie" &: "The Old Man Sele's Secret." 
( '1) --I feel as if 1 had looked upon a pleasant land­
sc ape . 1 think you migh t enj oy the e tories wh en the 
sn ow come s. --

Has your cousin John recovered from hi s r heuma­
tic attack. 

How 1 wi sh you could look in upon me i n my plea­
sant room. Can you not leave y'r father j ust for a 
little while. 1 sho uld delight to show you the improve­
ments in our village & have a good ch a t wi th y ou beside. 

Do write me ~ery soon & excuse my delay;-­
hemember me affectionately to your fathe r -­

believe me yours truly 
Sophia 

Postmarked Concord Oct 28 
Two pressed lea~es enclosed. 
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Bangor July 8 th 
y dear Qusin, 

I w111 n ot del ay a moment to acknowlede y' .r 
note.. I know it 1 s a long time since have wr i t t n 

I have wi shed of ten to he ar from you , but e a r e $ t , 
my ap logy due t be ill heal tho 

h ave be en s1 ck the ast ye ar , & when t h e 
winter was asaed determined t o go t o &aaRchu-
setts . So as early a s Apr 1 3 th 1 left 13 ngor with 
my aunt ari a who i s just eighty :tir s old . a 
boarded 7 week s in oston . Taking the dvice of 
an eminent physician I got r eli ef & am n w much 
be tte r . I had hoped during t h is summer to s ee you 
in y'r house . But 'bein obliged t go up eo e arly 
on a cc ount of my he lth and h v i n a unt with me I 
could not . I stol e out to Concord for a f ew d ay s , 
le aving a un t w1 th s ome friends who c ame from ash .. 
ington to board with u s . 

Three weeks since we r e turned t angor . 1 
took a severe cold On t h e j urne y & h ave been ·suf-
fering ever since . am be tte r lon for war m 
we a ther e Di d yo u ever know such a oold July? 

Did you send me "Aldin e ' s" pretty il l ustra ted 
Almanac? I was 4eligh ted to reoei va 1 t, but did 
not recognize your superscr ipti on. The :.post mark 
.as so blurred t ha t I c u l d no tread it. Somehow 
I felt as if it c ame from bridgewa t er & s o wrote 
t o t h uk r . William Allen he 4eclined t he a. cknow-
1 edgemen t . shall I t hank yo u? I reel very g r ate­
r ul to some one. 

You s peak of being busy . Are you writing t 
prese n t? 

And does your poor f a ther sleep so mu ch . often 
think of you in your re tired home. hope he does 
not suf f e r a i n . ho h ave you for he l p . I trus t 
she is somewhat compan i on ab le. 

~ onder if you h ve een "Thoreau The oe t 
Na turalist, " by • E. Channing . The book has p a ined 
me very mu oh . I enj oyed seeing old friends in Con­
cord . The plaoe 1 s chan ing rapidly i mprovin very 
much. .Eu t O! it was tryi n f or me t r eturn & fi nd 
so much one . As hi ttier s a ys--

"How stra n , e i t seem s , wi th s o much ,one 
Of l i fe and love , t o stil l live on ~ 

No longe r forward nor behind 
1 look in ho pe. or fe ar, 

But grateful, take the g ood 1 find 
The best of now and h ere . " 

I mu st tell you some t h in fa ther funny hree 
f riend s h ve sent me a ne Ie c ase , well fille f r om 
different quarters one from ond on . I dont kn ow 
whether I am c nsidered very industri ous , or whe t her 
it is a h int to use the needle . more . A t any r a te , 
s ewin ' d oes no t agre e with me & I th ink IllY s uppl y 
of needles wil l l a st me a long whi l e . 

o let me he r as s oon ~ you fi n d le isure-­
emember me kindly to your f a ther i f he has no t 

f orgotten me. 
b eli eve me 

Your a f fe cti ona te c usin 
s. . T • 

.iJo stma rked an or July 8 . 
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an or Nov 23rd 1874 . 
y clear ou s in, 

I t is eo Ion s i nco you wrote me , tha t c annot 
tell when last he ar d . I belieYe you a re in y deb t . 
but a s ~ l e tters are of 0 li tt le va lue I will no t 
be cer emon i ous. I e anno t wait l onger to en qui re how 
you & you good f · ther re "etting on . symp thi se 
mo t t r uly wi t you in th e soli e1 tude you must feel 
fo r y our de ar fe tha r in h i s g r e t f e eblane 0 
le t me ar what h i e c ond tion :1.. := t present ;: wh t 
suo ca ss c rowns y our effor ta . 1 thi nk of you as a 
mo" t . 11 terprLln & wor t hy d ugh ter . w oae r ow :rd. 
sh uld be gre t .- -

Perhaps it, i . (' a reel oli t e to . n tTl de my i n-
fi nn iti ez . but 1 know t ha t you il l be sor ry to h ea r 
tl .. t I u still belong to t he inv~ lid rmy- - . 8 

pr6tty ct1ve member s you ill t hink when tell 
you th e I v been du rl n~" . e p. ~t se cn , to the 
s esshore, & in Se tembe r I w nt up i n t o the wi ld a 
o f M.~ine , s f r 2 E' Ka t .nd in I r on W(') rk~ t s trange 
re..., iol'l • h ieh a f f orded me mu c .Q l ea ure . .1. mana e 
to get a gre t de .. l of sati ::.r.faction out of -, i fs , 
\n ich is n c omfor t to my friends . a e l l a s myself . 

! eoft, hazy. d ay of utumn h ve lings ad 
till aI m It now. To d ay it s~ ema B if win t er had 
c ome .in e a r nest. 'I'h e ground i s wh ite , & the snow 
is qui e tly fe.lling . --

• y read in £. ot late ~un s to tn. e!u:1neli> . . e pub­
l ishere give me the IIA t l an t i c" Qut o f re s e c t to my 
brat s r' 'memQr y . A fl'i end gi es mE' t h res.d ing f 
Scribne r Monthly &: the Hal' ,. art s cross my path often . 

l g. there d a g ood many Au t umn le eV8s--the tint s 
we r e or g e ou e . remi l'lding me of h me . such s e ascms 
B th e .P~S t , ore uncol1'.t on in Me . I have been l? int­
inG a l i ttle some of the br i ght le aves . R ave y ou 
t.ri d you' hand a t the bru ",b yet~· 

1 f a ncy you Rlways bu sy ... -wi h c ou l d look in 
u ,tJOfl you thi f:.' roorn1 n • yo u y our pussy c . t • th~, t 
mc t a ~)Ug ed f e 1 i n a rac e he>. a lway i ntere s t e a me . 
&; when I " ~ a h ou<"eke eper . I strove to d o my duty 
by some of the tribe . P lea e If~t me know ~ ow mMny 
f ind t: me on y o' r ni ce quiet f .:nn . One of my 

ono :rd f ri end s q o oked me by tell in me t ha t she 
ad sent h e r pet . , .l!"'riaky & S!?'nic o t o the bu t or ar ! t 

I lost my rel ish f o r s au s ges ite r t ha t . ... -
"'.h 11 hope to 1- e e. r fro you very s oon . Te l l 

me i f you ~ve done . ny visiting or had oompany--
11 abou t your el f . et . 9 know p Arti cul r17 w 

you r f a t her does--give h i m 1:1 k ind r eS .... r de-- I ee.se 
a c cept ti e e ncle _ad f rom your in ea re f riena--

s . E . hore~!.U 

o stm""r ked Bang.or Nov 23 . 
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Bangor J an . 1875 
y d ear Qu ai n . 

I t is t oo bad th t have delayed answe rin your 
l et ter eo l ong ; fo r it wa s full of pathos &: went 
str a i gh t t o my he ar t. 

I can 8ympathize most truly with you i n t he s ense 
of l oneline8s, whi ch mu st at time. oppress you , and 
d er l ing , if . ear t h l y friends for ge t. remembe r , there 
:i s ne who never forae.kes u s . 11 ~a.y Hi s p€' oe be 0' er 
thy way 1 th :1. ts nove pini on ali ·te . w'ie ask not 
tha tour . ath be a lway brigh t But for ... hine a ld 
to walk therein aright ; Tha t l'hou , 0 Lord~ t hrough 
a ll its devi ou s Vlay Will g i ve us s tren ", th auf!i ­
cient t el our day: :b'o r this , for t h i s we pray . " 

lntel" seems now to be u pon us i n e a rn es t . I t 
l.. s very oold &: t he sn ow ve ry dee p . hOW6lfer I masage 
to ge t out a l most d a ily , if it does not storm. . 'y 
o ou ain . s The. tohor. 1 i v ea ne rly a mile fr OT!l ir s 
Lowe ll ' a, 0 I h a ve a lways a p leasant object in 
vie ' when ;1 wa lk . 1 li.ke to inquire for "un ti e 
e a oh day. She a d e.n ill turn le.te l y " at e r time 
of lif e \she i s no w eighty ) we fe e l muoh solicitude . 
She has quite reoovered , save e little los s of 
ener gy . 

I think I m y h ve mentioned t e illness of 
my cous in Ben . l ba tone r 's wife . The fami l y ere 
lookin g hour ly for he r depa rture . It eeerns e. de. rk 
di apenea tion. Elle is about 30 y 'rs old , & will le ave 
a huebe,nd & t wo Ii ttle child ren- - a l ar g e cirole of 
friends &: rela tiv~s . Sh e he. , been sick ne a,r ly t wo 
years of coneump tion & is entirely recon oi l ed t o 
the Ohange wh i ch a tn;l.i ts her . 

1 should like t o see yt r pl an te , mine ar e 8 

re a,t oomfort to :roe . .... wieh 1 could tell y ou wh t 
l i ttl e I know about ~ainting . I he ve a f ri end in 
S tutt "srt wh o l a tely sent me, f i'V'e autotype fa e-. ....,. 
s i mile s of drawing s by th e gr ea t masters· lch el Ange lo , 

Ruben s , aphe.e l , IJeona~rdo as. Vi noi & Cl"atlde Lor raine . 
ft.m. 1 not r 1 oh 'I 

I hODe San ta Cl aus remembered you 8. t I,..h ri s 'tma a. 
I 'II . s qui te overwhe l . a d wi th presen t e , a pair of.' 
go l d e tud s . e, pretty g old t h i mble , 8. 1i t tle WB nut 
t able , . it t ier' tiRElze l BIos oms·i - -la.oe fo r my 
neck en orn ,runen t a l r a g bag of orash wr , ugh t wi th 
s oarl At worst d . ] or ew Year s I receilfed f r om r . 
~mer eon a co py of h is n ew bo ok "Parn a e eu a. » Also 
I roul d thank you f or the .bazaar & 'ursery whi ch 
c ame safely. 

1 hope you wi l l see y1 r sousin , Al i ce . I t h i nk 
I must have seen. her years ago in 'i'aunton . but a!~ 
not sur e , her sis ter Liz zi e .I. e an never fo r get . Hope 
you a r e gettin alona c omfortably i n y t1' reti r emen t , 
wi th your fe eble f ather t o Oare :1:" 01' . I am t hankful 
t h t argare t i $ so true ty. - My re gard B to y'r f a t he r e 
& much love to y' reel f from S. E . T. 

I need n o t assure you th a t a letter is a lways 
welcome from Bridgewa ter. 

ostmarked Bangor Ja.n . 11. 

, 
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angor Se pt 2nd 
lIy' de a r Cous1n, 

ur 1e tter .s a re eo fe w & f a r between , the. t am 
troubl ed t o tell when I last he ard f rom ri dgewa ter , 
a t a ll even t s I des1}re to le rn , how you h va g o t 
t h r ough the warm summer . The lovely 00.01 air! 
thi s morn1ng makes me feel t h t the autumn i s a t h a nd . 
It 11 €' my hope to make y ou'" 1i ttle visi t t h i s s,Pr in • 
bu t lose of h e a lth in t e r fe r e s wi t h 11 our p l a n a . 1 
h ave no t wi shed to t rouble my fr iend. & so I have 
h esita ted t o t 11 th e. t h a t I Ill!! suff ·erin ~ wi th 
aa'Oites . I wa s t apped a f ortn i eh t a.go f or t e si x th 
time , r a lly quite t o the r pT i s e of my physician , 
& how lon ~ my vita lity will h ol d out I cannot te O 1 . 
In the m an time 1 IW tri ve to et ha t sati sf a c t i o ;( 
oan out of life . I n A; ril I en t to ast on to c o -
ul t ) I' . ~ i ge low . Th _ j urne y prove, t o · much f r 

me . &- I wa s oblig ed t o sta y t h x'oe week i n t he ci ty 
b e t re r could re tur n. 'the 1 :l s t of J uly I -Nen t to 
Castine f or a f rtnigh t & enj oyed the sea a ir , 
A.unty & i r s Th atch e r lve .r:'e w' t.lJ. !:le . IV e we t by . 2, t e r 
& returned by l and . The scen er y wa s d el igh t f ul . 

I t h i nk of y u, c o "fined by t l G in~1 rmi ti e8 of 
y our de ar f ~ e r a 1 h ope he does not Buffer . d o 
wr .:to ma a ll abou .. t h ir ~ you .. s e l ,' . "" 0 :1( 1). f i nd 
1 1.' i aut"s fo r re ading? 1 am Just noW' in tareeted in 
t he r .. ville emo ir s . fI u.yeye s sym: a.thi ao wi t h t he 
de bill ta ted s tate of my sy s tem, s o t h e. t c arma t 
use th em a s muchB s I would l i k e . 

I read t h e h is tory of tine when wa s t h e r e . 
It i;..~ a queer old l a ce .. .. wu s ocaupiec.: by the ' r en h 
6. Ii e arly as 1615. .lhe olde s t for~ t a in t h e c oun t r y 
a r e the re , or r u ther the r emain e of th em, L' c a t 
number s of co in , silver 8i gold h ave been d i ec over ed 
mha sta te Norma l S chool h a s een Gs t ·bl iahe i n t h 
town, &: creates sh ou l d jud ""e , pre tty mucIl a ll t h e 
l i f e . -bus tle on e one se e s . ..... Do you ever meet r y 
frie nd Th e Allen ' s Their d a.ugh te r :£ ar garet 1 hear 
is m ~ r r i E~d • 

1 h op o tha t you wil l be 
Gi e my kind re &1' s t y u r 
your af ' ectiona te--

o s tm r k ed angor Sap 2 . 

le t write me s oun 
f a th e r & b e li e e me 
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D TIHG· 18?5:? Ill ness far progl~ . sed. 
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Bangor Oct. 5th 75 
My dear Karl" Anne, 

To be in harmony w1 t h the. d ark day, 1 have ch o sen 
a d ark tint from my new box of stationary. I have 
Just been reading "Nature &; Life lt by Dupillon . I 
bave le arned a great many faots which 1 wish I could 
always remember. I Bend a long one item whi ch 
o caur a to me just now. t'A man of averag e wei gh t, 
1 n the Clime. 1;e of France , genera te s h e a t enough. to 
ra,ioe seVen gall ons of w tar to boiling pOint every 
day"! ! lust think of it. The paper on uLigh t &: 
Lit e" 1$ very interestIng. In the absence of 
Gun,hine you need no t expee t a brilli e.n t 1e t ter 
from me . I h ve ecience to uphOld me in being dull . 

I thank you roost h eartily for your sympathetic 
expr e,alona. I thought after my viait a t your 
house , th t should often look in upon yo.u. I 
telt that there was a bond of sympathy growing out 
of simila r ber eavements, let me add, 
tha t made us congeni a l, but alas! my hea l th was 
alr eady failing . I did not know h oweve r , what the 
dieease " a s, till two y ears ago t h is month . I 
h ave tried Ta.rioue phye10iana without ave.ll . 1 
suppose mechanicala,14 ia a ll th a t o an b e afforde d" 
& I am moot tha.nkful for th ..- t. 

1 am sorry to bear of your illne8s. This 18 
b ad wes. ther :f or (J:lj rheums. tl c aymp toms. Do t .r y t o 
rid yoursel f before cold winter comee. 1 read 
"Old 'oney , " in the Sp rin & like4. 
1 t. JlaoDonald 1 a a gree t f avor! te. I heard h im 
leoture in oston ten years a o . Macbeth 'W a. s h ie 
theme upon one occa sion, whe n h e preached a g r and 
serm n on remorse . 

I go t 8. le tter from Conoo r d l a tely urgin me 
to v.lsit friends there. »'1' Dr. said 1 might t ake 
sleeping c ar &; go . ut my good spirits decei ve my 
friend.., &: th.ey are not ware h ow little stamina 
I have . I could not be a r the journey nor the ex-
citement. 1 have very nice horoe with Kia s Lo"ll 

when the wea ther sdm1 ts, I 'Walk &; ride a good 
d e a l. I wish you oould Visit me . I am eo far away 
from my friends th a t no body comee to see me . They 
are very kind & write often . 

I am 80rry th a t y ou c an no longer h ope f or the 
return of your uncle & his family . 1 have often 
thought how much company Y'r cousin Lizzie mi g t 
h ave be en h ad she been spa red.. I t is sad to recall 
the .,;&.y of her dea.th , eo e rly. 

I hope you h ave no stock in the 'astern . R. 
as I have. I t 1 s again voting to be swindled after 
their f e,ani on . Do wri te when you c an. -. 

Remember me to ytr f a ther. Sincerely your s , 
Sophia. 

Postmarked :B angor Oc t. 6. 
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:Bangor Jan 5th 76. 

y cle ar Cousin, 

Your letter found me in bed. It crune the day 
after my tenth 'operation. The same mail brought 
three more, since then have received everal, 
6 0 tha t the other day when fI t down to respond 
to one of my Concord friend s , I found th" t ha.d 
nine letters to answer , Just your Dumber 
believe you will ity r a ther than blame me for 
not thanking you earlier for Y'r mo st welcome 
epistle, the pr etty brigh t neck ti e . I wea.r 
it very often & t h i nk of you . The little he ads 
pleased me too. 1 determined when the holidays 
c sme to send you a neck ti e , purcha sed one for 
you , but you anticipa ted me , & remembering h w 
much use you have for a p en, 1 sen you & gold 
one, hoping that it will i ve y ou 8 ti sf acti on. 

1 am sorry to kn ow th t you h ave suffer ed 
gain wi th rheuma ti sm. I have h ad a touch of 

1 t, fir s t in one foot &: then the other. . I have 
t h ought it wa s epidemic in t h is neighborhood so 
many c a ses h ave occurred . The weather is very 
trying & I h ave been able to get out but seldom. 
The 10S8 of Conoord SOCiety grows upon me d a ily. 
My lack of he a lth prevents my making new friends, 
80 books are my resource . r. 'Merson s ent me h i s 
new volume . I have g ot "The Son s of Three 
Cen turies," by Wh 1 ttier. illy f avori te poe t .. e 
ar e reading ·Sevenoaks." I am truly sorry th at 
y our p a stor' e wife 1s so 111. t is 80 s ad to 
leave h ome comforts, & 41e among strangers a s so 
often happens when consumpti on 1 s the fo e . I am 
glad th a t your f ther does not suffer a cutely. Ky 
de cal' aunt 14aria is Wlder th e Dr,. . nurse' s ca re 
a t tacked from time to time wi th excruc1 a tin pain s. 
Her r. is fe arful tha t she has stones in the a all 
bl adder. Aunty 18 blessed with entire p e ce of 
mind in prospect of her departure. I t 1s a gr eat 
mystery, tha t of pain & our sympathies are a ll taxed 
in her behalf. I wi eh t hat you c oul d. see the 
sacred flower of the Chinese, whi cb I have in 
blossom, a friend sent me t h e bulb fr om alifornia. 
Do you keep pl an ts t h i 13 win ter? Did you kn ow J ane 
Wh itin wh o taught in b ridgewa ter? he h a s l a t ely 
d led of c anoer~ A c " ;Ler in terrupte my le t r . 
now it i s growing d ark, so with t h e kindest wishes 
of the e. Year Believe me yours truly--

ouaisn Sophia. 

ostmarked Bangor , J a.n. 5 . 
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a ngorFeb . 15th 
y de ar Cou in, 

Alth ough in your l e tter of Jan . 9th you desoribed 
your de r f a ther as very fe eble , still it wa s a s urprise 
to me , yes terday to learn t ha t he h ad left you . I 
has t en to e.saure y ou of my t enderest sympa thy. xperi -
enoe has taught me to feel for you. I know ha. t it i s 
t o bear t h e inf irmi ties of the 1 0k &: aged --to wa t ch 
t hem long ye ars then to se e them depart, & I kn ow t h e 
void , the bereft h eart feels when a ll are g one- - better 
still I have t asted t hat t h e Lord is r a ci us . lIe 
softens our h earts 1n seasons of bere avem(m t making us 
more sensi ' le to f i B loving kindness , & hel~in€ U D t o 
appr eoi a te our friend s ' neighbors.--

1 am l ~d, t h Qt you were aula to d<J fo r yo ur 
f a t h er to the l a st . 

H .w Buffering r e c o !ciles u s to the separ a ti on 
fron f riend s . 

I twas p leas an t t b t h i s nina grew c lOltr tuwa:cc 
t h e 1 a st. - -

lam l ad t o h ave looked upon yo r home , with 
its r een & sunny f1 €l l ds , &; I wi 5h it were feasi tIe 
for you to re ta i n it. Until you l eave i t , y ou will 
never re all~e ho. s aored 1 ti s , how hallowed by the 
memoriee o f those h o h uve li ved , &; died -_ere 
You say it seems the l as t t hin t o give up . felt 
just eo , bu t inee t h en , ! h ave relinqui shed he:. l t,h . 
If only fa ith & reei -n a tion t ak e its 1l1ac ~ , will not 
murIDur .--How g l ad.ly wou ld - saul fo r you t o ,~ r ro my 
horne i f had one of my own . thank you rno t truly 
for saying thst y ou r e willing t o C Olli" to my a i . 
I til ink you w()uld be a d e ar l i ttle nurse . .A l t ou(::;h 

h a ve b e en e n f i ned, to the h ouae the p a st mont wi th 
rheum" Uem my lel t limb be ing mu ch s wollen , with 
eome ther new symptoms added to l y 0 d i rw r y c ,;; d -­
tion , sti ll 1 t ake Oa.re ot my rvom ". of myself. 
Cousin ay kee ps no he l . . rea , se w, ~ i nt & 
wri.te a g ood man y let ters . 

r rea l Y "eli e ve t h at t h e i Ilc l cLle t we &t h er h s 
de velopeQ t h e r h e umatism 1. h ave h e arcl of a go od 
many c a ses in the neighbol~hood. . I hop you e SCf po . 

I tru s t the t t h e sof t a ir s of c i.J r1 n o will ' r in .::> 
healin tu m8~y.--

I :have been .readin 'I~ adame &; her 
r i en d S , \I 1 a te 1 y . 

I am much in terested in a ll that concer s u . 
S o do t e l l me of your 1>lane . il~i l a t occupied my 
h ou s e it furn! shed only a 6h el te l" I have been t h e 
g a iner byren tin it. ' The t i mes are su ch t h c: t I i:;U -

pose you woul hard l y like to sell y'r farm. I wi sh 
you could ren t it to a. pleasan t f amily . 1; 1 th 'hom you 
o o.,wld make y our home .- .. 

After t he s vere torm of yes te I'd,ay" it i s d (,~ l·gh t .. 
f ul to see the sun . h ope it shines in .bri gew t e l' & 
h elps to ch eer my little cousin t 6 s d. hear t . 

P o s tm arked B ng or Eeb. 1 6 

Your s ever 
Sophy . 
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ATll U 18 76 . 'fter r Dunbar t s dea th, before 
SOL,,1 ia t s . < 
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May 17th 
Dear Fr iend, 

For the last ten weeks I have been very ill-­
one half the time confined to 'my bed. The acute 
pains1 experience are in part due to my disease, 
& in a measure a ttributable to the inclement season 
- -1 was glad to hear from you & hope you will wri te 
again & excuse my silence I am wasted in flesh & 
strength & wholly unable to respond to my friends-­
I sincerely be g God's richest blessings may ever 
a ttend you & will say fare well precious friend--

Ever yours 
S. 

P ostal card postmarked Bangor May 17 
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Bangor June 13t h 
My cle ar Cousin , 

any thanks for your kincl , affectiona t e , & com­
for t ing le t ter. I cannot bear t h at you sh.t Id t hink 
me suffer ing much , when I am compar ati vely eo com­
fortable . Si n ce my l ast opera tion , a fortni gh t a 0 
Sund.ay , I he. ve been free f rom t ho se fe arful neur al ­
g iC pai n s wh ieh threa tened to annihila te me , h ave 
r a llied to the su rprise of all my friend s . Tomorrow 
I am. to be t apped aga in, & farseeing th a t the pros­
t ra tion con sequent would prevent my writing a t 
pr esent 1 send a few lines th i s morning , a lth ough 
a IS you may i magine, I am no t very vigorous . Four­
t een days 1 IS the mo at I can put be twe en the opera­
t ion s & h aving 2 5 lba of fluid wi thdr awn e a ch time , 
1 only wonder th e. t 1 Burvi ve a t alL--

I 40 no t like to complain of the wea th er, but 
t he Bofter air of summer I think have mu ch t o do 
wi th my relief fr om pa in, & I am sor ry to l ose one 
o f these l ong J une d ay s fo r they can be made up to 
u s in no o ther month .--

You did no t tel l me of your pl ans. Ar e y ou 
tr y;ing to car ry on the f arm? I can ea. sily f ancy 
h ow the l os s of your . dear f a ther , &. mother t oo , · 
o omes e a ch day . I rej oloe th t 
such sweet & bl es sed memor i es Bre vouoh saf ed you- ­
I am gl ad th a t you h ve 80 friendly a pa stor. How 
1 s h is wif e now? 

I cannot t a l k with you about bo oks , fo r 1 am 
able only to re d sh ort article s . I aee the num­
ber s ·of "l.ittell " & always find some th i ng va luable . 

I received a long l e tter from Conco rd yester­
d ay wh ioh 1 e l ways a gre t refr e shment ••• My nurse 
a t presen t ( I h a ve had th r ee ) ws sborn in Engl and 
Sh e has nur sed in this c i ty 30 y ' rs . Sh e i s a so r t 
a f .Miss Parting t on & qui t e amuse s me . She h a s had 
g r e a t exper i ence & I va lue he r . Accept my truest 
t.hanks , de ar tri end , f or a ll your, sympat hy, & 
excuse thi s apol ogy for a l e t.ter wh ich betrays my 
weakness both of mind & body. 0: I am so t i red . 
Good- by d arling . From 

Sophi a . 

Postmarked Bangor J une 13 
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DA'l'l.1. ,. 19'16 .. Af t el'" J .lI' " .lJunbar ' s de a t h ; befor e 
{'op is. ' s " 

 
From the Thoreau Society Archives (Thoreau Society Collections at the Walden Woods Project's Thoreau Institute Library) 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION: www.walden.org 
 




